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THRU  1  .  Commanding  General 

1st  Infan  toy  Division 
APO  U.S.  Foroes  96345 


TO  1  Commander 

U.S.  Military  Assistance  Command,  Vietnam 
V  .  .  ATTKj  J34 

APO  U.S.  Foroes  9^243 


In  aocordanoe  with  NaCV  Direotivo  Number  335*6,  the  following  report 
is  submitted. 

1TSD  AI  US  OKIE  BRIGADE  ( SEPARATE)  OPERATION  "CRM" 

1.  GfeHERALi  On  8  Jenuaoy  1966  the  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sop)  terminated  a 
successful  Operation  "MARAUDER"  along  the  Oriental  River  in  iiau  Nghia 
Provinoo  and  moved  direotly  into  tho  largest  U.S.  operation  thus.  far 
oonduoted  in  Vietnam.  "CRBP" ,  as  tho  operation  was  named,  was  a  massive 
attack  by  air  end  land  to  strike  at  the  voxy  heart  of  the  Viot  Cong 
maohine  in  Southom  RVN.  Tho  notorious  "HCBO  WOODS"  Region  in  3inh 
Duong  Provinoo,  just  West  of  the  fabled  "IE Oh  TRIaNGLE"  vias  bolievod 
to  hold  tho  Politico- Military  headquarters  of  tho  Viot  Cong  Military  .  ■ 
Region  4*  Tho  objective  of  Operation  "CHIMP".  wa3  to  find  and  destroy 
or  oapture  all  personnel,  equipment,  and  intelligence  material  of  this 
headquarters  (See  Inolceure  1,  Operations  Overlay).. 

The  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sop)  and  3*d  bde,  1st  Inf  Div,  with  numerous 
artillery  and  other  supporting  elements  wero  jointly  employed  in  tho 
Area  of  Operations  (AO)  to  accomplish  the  mission.  Tho  operation  was 
direotod  by  Mu.CV  and  the  1st  Inf  Div  was  tho  controlling  headquarters. 
Brig.  Gen.  Ellis  V,  Williamson  is  the  reporting  officer  for  this  report. 
The  Task  Organization  and  Task  Foroo  Commanders  for  the  operation  wero 
as  follows  1 

'a.  Task  Foroe  l/503d  -  Lt.  Col.  Tvler 

1st  Battalion  (Airborne) ,  503d  Infantry 
One  (l)  RRU  Team  ‘ 

One  (l)  FAC  Toem 
One  (1)  Engineer  Squad 


oS 


y 


b.  Task  Foroe  2/503d  -  Lt.  Col.  Dexter 

2nd  battalion  (Airborne),  503d  Infantry 
Ono  (l)  REU  Toam 

One  (l)  FaC  Team  ....  - 

One  (l)  Engineer  Squad 

o.  Task  Force  1/KaR  -  Lt,  Col.  Proeoo 

1st  Battalion,  Royal  Australian  Regiment 
One  (l)  RliU  Team 
,  .  Op*.  £l)  FaC  Toon 

.  DOWNGRADE  AT  3  YEAR 
TccuSSiriED  after 
DOD  DIR  5200. 
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INTERVALS 
12  YEuES 
10 
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d.  Task  Force  3/319  -  Lt.  Col*  Surut 

3<i  Battalion  (Airborne) ,  319th  Artillery 

105  Field  Battejy,  RaA 

161st  Artillery  Battery,  (ENZa) 

"a"  Battey  •  8/6  Artillery  (l55°m) 


0*  Task  Porco  Support  -  Capt  Dunlop 
D  Company,  16th  Amor 

Prince  of  Walo3  Light  Horse  Troop  (IVIH)  (-) 

173d  Engineer  Company  (-) 

Australian  Engineer  Troop  (-) 

173d  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company  (-)  with  aRVN 
Liaison  Team 

'  Forward  Logistical  Operations  Center  (LOC)  with  Combat 
-  Trains  of  Assault  Battalions 


f*  Task  Force  B/l7  -  Capt  Moore 
Troop  E,  17th  Cavalry 
aPC  element  (PWIH) 

One  (l)  Engineer  Squad 
Artillery  Advance  Party 

g.  Task  Force  Rear  -  Lt.  Col.  Staigers 
173d  Support  Battalion 
173d  Admin  Company 

.  Bear  Dotachmonts  of  all  assigned  and  attached  units 

2.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATIONS* 

a.  At  06180GH  January  1966  the  173d  Abn  Bdo  (Sop)  OPCBD  1-66 
was  publishod  outlining  plans  for  the  conduct  of  Operation  "CRIMP" . 
Althou£*  the  operation  was  oontrollcd  by  the  1st  Inf  Div,  which 
employed  its  3 id  Brigade  to  the  South  of  the  173d  Bdo  aO,  notions  to  be 
conducted  within  the  173d  AO  wore  left  to  the  discretion  of  Brig*  Gen. 
Williamson.  Coordination  was  ofi’eoted  prior  to  the  beginning  of  tho 
operation  for  all  areas  of  interest.  Daily  liaison  was  accomplished 
during  the  operation  to  assure  continued  dose  coordination. 


To  best  accomplish  tho  mission  of  driving  into  the'  HC30  Woods 
rogion  to  destroy  the  headquarters  of  Military  Region  4.  tho  operation 
was  conducted  in  six  (6)  phases  as  follows* 


(1)  Phaso  I  -  Fire  support  Base  moved  by  motor  convoy  to  Position 
KINO,  vioinity  XT  6123,  oooupiod  positions  and  oenduotod  artilloy 
registrations. 

(2)  Phaso  II  -  Tho  three  (3)  assault  battalions  staging  from  3a0 
THAI  (XT  5405)  conducted  airmobile  assaults  in  rapid  succession  into  LA 
MARCH  (XT  646283),  LZ  APRIL  (XT  614261 )  and  LZ  Mil  (XT  624288)  in  that 
order.  Order  of  units  to  onter  the  aO  was  l/hAK,  l/503d  Inf,  end  2/503d 
Inf.  All  landing  zones  wore  prepared  by  TaC  Air,  artilloiy  and  armed 
helicopters. 

(3)  Phase  III  -  Upon  completion  of  tho  airmobile  assmlts,  l/RAR 
moved  to  establish  blooking  positions  to  tho  Northeast  while  l/503d  Inf 
attacked  to  the  East  and  2/ 303d  Inf  attaoked  to  tfcs  Southeast  toward  tho 
suspeoted  VC  headquarters. 

(4)  Phase  IV  -  l/503d  Inf  and  2/503d  Inf  continued  to  attack  to 
the  East  to  kill  or  oapture  VC  personnel  and  equipment.  1/luR  held  in 
Hooking  positions  to  tho  Northeast  to  provent  os  cape  of  VC  from  NEON 
SAY  village'  (XT  6628)  North  along  tho  road. 
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•  (3)  phase  V  -  All  three  assault  battalions  attacked  to  the  East 

to  the  Saigon  River.  NCTEi  during  this  phase  of  the  operation  l/503<i 
with  D/l6th  Aioor  attached  was  ctoved  to  tho  Northwest  portion  of  the  AO 
and  the  battalion  boundaries  within  the  Bde  aO  were  changed  (see  Inolosure 

2,  New  Boundaries) . 

(6)  Phaso  VI  -  Redeployment  to  Bion  Hoa  Base  Caap  on  order. 

b.  During  the  operation  Any  Air  Support  was  provided  by  eleven  (ll) 
separate  units  and  tactical  air  support  was  provided  by  2d  Air  Division 
(USA?)  (See  paragraph  5»  Supporting  Forces). 

0.  2nd  Brigade,  1st  Infantiy  Division  retained  responsibility  of  the 
Bion  Uoa  Air  Base  whioh  was  assunod  at  the  beginning  of  Operation  "KA3AUDER 
I"  and  maintained  one  Infantry  Battalion  an  six  (6)  hour  alert  throughout 
■  '-tho  operation. 

d.  Prior  to  D-Day  permission  was  requested  and  received  from  1st  Inf 
-Div  for  the  use  of  tear  gas  on  Operation  "CRIMP". 

3.  INTELLIGENCE!  l 

’•*  '  a.  Enemy  Situation  Prior  to  Oporation:  Tho  AO  for  operation 
< .  "CRIMP"  was  believed  to  houso  tho  headquarters  complex  for  the  Saigon- 
•  Cholon-Oia  Binh  Speoial  Seotor  Committee.  This  committee  was  responsible 
V  for  all  Viet  Cong  aotivitiee  within  the  Capital  Military  Region  (MR- 4). 
Intolligonoe  reports  indicated-  that  tho  comaittGo  was  conduoting  meetings 
in  bunkers  vioinity  XE  630270.  The  complex  was  reported  to  be  guarded 
by  a  Local  Force  Company ,  with  an  additional  one  or  two  Main  Force 
Battalions  in  tho  vicinity  as  on  added  seourity  measure.  Two  Main  Force 
units,  Q763  Rogimont  and  2nd  Battalion  of  Q762  Regiment  wore  reported  to 
have  been  located  noar  tho  proposod  Brigade  AO. 

b.  Emory  Situation  During  Operation!  The  SCOSS  headquarters  wan 
'*  not  looated  preoisoly  whore  intelligence  had  indicated;  however ,  the 
oomplex  was  disoovered  to  be  looated  to  the  cast  in  tho  populated 
area.  Tho  Brigade  uncovered  end  dostroyod  the  majority  of  tho 
: -headquarters  complex  of  the  Saigon-Cholon-Cia  Binh  Spcoiel  Soctor 
•'  "Committee.  The  oomplex  waa  housed  in  an  intrioate,  well  constructed 
series  of  tunnels  extending  from  the  vioinity  XT  6327,  Northwest  to  vio 
XT  63}0.  Tho  VC  foroes  engaged  rangod  from  individual  snipers  to  foroes 
of  oompany  aizo,  fitting  from  well  oonstzuoted  camouflaged  fighting 
positions  built  as  extensions  to  tho  tunnel  Bystems.  The  VC  oompany 
sized  force  was  confirmed  to  bo  tho  C306th  Local  Force  Company.  Many 
smaller  sized  seourity  elemonts  woro  contacted  throughout  the  AO.  The 
appaxont  mission  of  these  units  was  to  delay  tho  Brigade  and  provide 
time  for  evacuation  of  equipment,  document s ,  and  whatever  Committee 
personnel  woro  prosent  in  the  area.  Information  received  from  VCC 
revealed  that  tho  operation  was  oonduoted  just  prior  to  the  committee's 
scheduled  monthly  mooting.  It  oan  bo  assumed  that  the  operation  achieved  1 
tactical  surprise  from  the  quantity  of  weapons  and  documents  captured. 

Some  of  the  significant  document  finds  inoludedj  the  VC  ocasefiro 
strategy  for  tho  forthcoming  "TEE"  holiday,  plans  and  maps  of  U.S. 
installations  in  Salgon-Cholon  area  to  bo  used  as  possible  targets, 
rosters  of  various  sections,  lists  of  Cornunist  Forty  members,  eto. 
a  total  of  7,500  documents  wore  looated  within  this  headquarters  complex.. 

o.  Fortifications!  The  fortification  system  within  the  aO  was  the 
most  extensive  and  intrioate  one  the  Brigade  has  encountered.  It 
inoludod  mutually  supporting  tronohos ,  and  bunkers ,  and  a  maze  of  multi¬ 
level  tunnels,  acme  of  which  woro  oonstruotod  of  steel  and  concrete. 

These  tunnels  were  protected  ty  cosnand  dotonatod  olaymore  type  mines 
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and  the  approaches  and  entrances  wore  heavily  booby-trapped.  Many  of  the 
trench  systens  woro  capable  of  accomodating  a  VC  batteil ion.  The  tunnels 
had  been  oonstruotod  over  an  extended  period  of  tine  and  woro  not 
vulnerable  to  artilloiy  and  air  strikes— except  for  direct  hits.. They  wore 
of  such  great  lengths  and  contained  so  many  entrances  that  complete 
destruction  would  roquiro  largo  numbers  of  troops  at  least  one  month  using 
great  amounts  of  riot  oontrol  agents  and  demolitions. 

Terrain  jnalysist  The  terrain  within  the  Brigade  aO  was  flat  with  the 
exception  of  the  eastern  portion  where  the  ground  drops  off  to  the  Saigon 
River.  This  eastern  portion  of  the  aO  includes  one  hill  mass  (X?  6527J  which 
nominates  the  surrounding  area.  The  southern  half  of  the  aO  is  covered 
primarily  with  jungle,  while  the  northern  half  is  mostly  rundown  rubber 
plantation.  Tho  eastern  strip  cf  the  aO  bordering  tbs  Saigon  Itiver  is 
continuous  paddy  land.  The  area  immediately  west  of  this  strip  of  paddy 
land  is  composed  of  populated  area,  dense  wooded  seotions,  and  family  plots 
bordered  by  <fense  tree  linos. 

Final  Analysis  1  Tho  operation  confirmed  tho  fact  that  tho  area  as  pre- 
'  viously  reports  stated  housed  tho  Snigcn-Cholon-Gia  Binh  Special  Sector 
Headquarters.  The  numerous  SPAlt  and  iiED  HAZE  reports  indicated  heavy  VC 
concentrations  north  and  northwest  of  the  Brigado  TAOH.  Small  VC  security 
elements  con'  inuod  to  snipe  at  friendly  personnel  and  aircraft  during  tho 
entire  oporat -;„n*  indicating  that  the  local  populace  is  thoroughly 
indoctrinated  and  extremely  dedicated  to  tho  VC  oauso. 

4.  EXECUTION  j 

a.  B-Day  (8  January  1966)  -  Operation  "CRIMP"  commenced  at 
080530H  January  1966  when  Task  Forco  S/17  began  clearing  liic  route  for  tho 
Brigade  nertor  convoy  to  the  HuBO  Woods  Region  (See  Inclosure  3,  Strip  Map). 
At  O71730H  E/17  had  displaced  to  vioinitv  XT  605107  in  preparation  for  tho 
early  morning  novo  of  8  January.  Two  (2)  companies  of  tho  mAVN  38th 
lunger  Battalion  wore  used  to  secure  the  route  of  march  from  Bao  Trai. 

(XT  5405)  to  tho  now  E/17  position.  At  080600H.  the  main  body  of  tho 
Brigade  oonvoy  (TF  3/319  and  TF  Support)  departed  Boo  Trai.  The 
oonvoy  moved  to  tho  new  Brigado  Bose  vioinity  XT  611235 ,  dosing  at 
06101 5H  with  no  oontcot.  The  entiro  move  was  covered  olosoly  by  air¬ 
borne  FAC’s,  TaC  air  cap  and  nmod  helicopters,  .idvanoo  coordination 
had  boon  effected  with  l6t  Inf  Biv,  to  allow  the  173d  Abn  Bde,  . 

3rd  Bde,  and  1st  Biv  firo  support  units  to  utilize  tho  seme  road 
network  into  tho  Operational  A.'oa.  Additionally  tho  road  movement 
was  timed  to  permit  units  to  novo  to  tho  forward  troop  sofoty  limit 
as  B-52  Bombers  oonduotod  a  massive  prostrike  in  tho  aroa  of  operations. 
Immediately  upon  arrival  in  tho  now  Brigade  Baso  the  artilloiy 
units  conducted  registrations  and  preparod  to  support  tho  assault 
battalions. 

Conmcnoing  at  060930H,  after  a  forty-fivo  minute  preparation  by 
TaC  Air,  ortillory  and  armed  helicopters,  TF  l/iu'Ji  oonduotod  e  helibome 
assault  Into  MARCH.  The  assault  helicopters  rooeivod  small  arms 
fire  during  the  landing  and  l/Ruil  encountered  light  onc:y  resistance 
to  the  East  and  West  of  tho  12.  By  081005H  all  l/RAi't  troops  wero  on  tho 
Cround,  the  12  was  scoured  and  l/iodl  novod  to  occupy  blocking  positions 
and  await  the  landing  of  l/503d  Inf  and  2/503d  Inf.  Following  pre¬ 
parations  by  TAC  Air,  ortillory  and  armed  helicopters,  l/503d  Inf  made 
its  heliborne  assault  on  LZ  aPRIL  at  081200H,  followod  by  2/5034  Inf 
on  12  MuV  at  081430H.  No  contact  was  made  on  the  12' s  howover  ground 
fixo  was  received  by  the.  holioopters  on  each  assault. 

At  O8IO3OH  l/lUR  rooeivod  small  arms  firo  from  the  Northeast 
and  South  of  their  LZ.  Tho  fire  was  returnod  and  movement  into 
blocking  positions  continued.  At  O8IO3OH  six  (6)  VC  suspeots  and  one 
gua  were  oaptured  in  a  hut  vicinity  XT  649284.  «a  extensive 
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tunnel  system  in  the  sane  area  was  searched  end  thirty  (30)  women  and 
children  were  discovered  and  wero  evaucuatod  iron  the  battle  area*  About 
the  sane  tine  vioinity  XT  650281,  a  dug  in  casualty  olearing  station  was 
discovered  which  was  guarded  by  a  VC  squad*  louring  a  short  fire  fight  five 
(5)  VC  wore  killed.  At  081220a  heavy  contact  was  nade  with  a  VC  company  vio 
XT  655285  which  employed  snail  arns,  booby  traps,  comand  detonated  nines, 
57nn  Recoilloss  Rifles  and  nor  tars,  luring  the  action,  which  lasted  until 
darkness,  l/lliuv  overran  successive  VC  positions  with  bunkers  and  trenches 
In  depth*  The  VC  fought  a  tenaoious  battlo,  obviously  in  defense  of  soma- 
thing  of  great  value  to  then.  During  the  battle  seven  (7)  VC  were  oonfirnod 
killed  and  two  (2)  riflee  and  one  (l)  Bill  were  captured.  At  0314452  a  cache 
of  weapons  parts,  5000  rounds  snail  arcs  ammunition,  several  HR  and  nortar 
rounds,  thirty-five  (35)  grenades,  and  nucerous  rifle  magazines  and 
annunition  pouches  was  discovered  vicinity  XI  650285*  At  081625a  seventy 
(70)  VC  suspeota  ware  captured  vioinity  XI  649266  and  neved  out  of  tko 
battle  area,  as  darkness  fell  1/jxaU  was  searching  the  bunkers  end  tunnols 
for  additional  VC  personnel  and  equipment.  Immediately  aftor  coapletion 
of  helibome  assaults  l/503d  Inf  and  2/503d  Inf  attacked  to  surround  and 
occupy  the  objective  area,  which  was  tho  reported  location  of  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  Military  Region  4.  However,  there  were  no  high  level  VC 
oonnittee  personnel  encountered  nor  was  there  any  evidence  of  an  establish*-, 
installation  in  the  area.  During  the  attack  by  l/503d  and  2/503&  nucerous 
VC  suspects  and  ovar  400  refugees  were  encountered.  It  should  bo  noted  that 
the  civilians  found  in  the  area  ap,  eared  to  be  thoroughly  indoctrinated  and 
sympathetic  to  tho  VC  coveccnt.  at  OSI44OH  1/5052  discovered  two  trails 
vioinity  XT  618263  and  XT  618265,  each  of  which  appeared  to  have  been  used 
by  60  -  70  bipyole3  in  tho  pest  four  (4)  hours.  At  C81625H  l/503d 
located  a  platoon  position  with  freshly  dug  trenches  and  bunkers  and  a 
house  containing  1000  pounds  of  rioo  vicinity  XT  630272.  The  area 
appeared  to  have  been  used  as  an  aid  station.  Qno  (l)  stretcher  and  a 
small  anount  of  nedioino  was  captured.  At  O8I625H  another  trail  was 
discovered  vioinity  XI  639269  loading  couth  with  numb ro us  fresh 
bioyole  tracks.  By  the  end  of  the  dey  it  was  obvious  that  the  target 
was  not  in  tho  anticipated  area  end  appeared  likely  that  it  was  located 
to  the  North,  within  the  l/oAE  AO. 

During  tho  dey  elonents  of  E/l7th  Cavalry,  D/l6th  Armor  and  FJIH 
conducted  clearing  operations  around  tho  Bde  Base  Position.  At  0311552 
five  (5)  VC  wero  engaged  vioinity  XT  609228  and  ono  (l)  was  killed,  carry¬ 
ing  a  document  case  and  throe  (3)  documents ,  At  081335II  E/l7  locatod 
a  cache  vioinity  XI  621229  containing  5000  pounds  of  rice,  60  pounds  of 
salt  and  60  pounds  of  fertilizer.  At  08140CH  b/ 16  discovered  two  (2) 
hand  grenades,  miscellaneous  nodioal  supplies  and  several  documents 
in  a  foxhole  vicinity  XT  617245*  Con  toot  was  made  with  a  small  VC 
foroo  vioinity  XT  605245  at  08145®.  During  o  short  fire  fight  E/17 
killed  two  (2)  VC. 

In  tho  Bdo  Base  during  the  day  several  caches  and  entrenchod  areas  wore 
looated.  At  0812C5H  C/3/319  discovered  a  tunnel  vioinity  XI  612241 
oontaining  1800  pounds  of  rioo,  100  pounds  of  salt,  several  doouaenta 
and  numerous  empty  30  calibor  and  2Gm  shell  casings.  A  bunker  and 
trench  system  was  located  vioinity  XI  616241  with  autoaatio  weapons 
positions.  At  0815552,  C  Battery  discovered  3 000  pounds  of  rice  vie 
XT  610244.  Approximately  one  dozen  (12)  helicopters  roooived  hits 
from  ground  fire  on  D-Day  from  areas  in  the  Bde  aO  without  loss  of 
airor&it  or  injury  to  personnel.  Artillery  and  TaC  Air  was  plaoed  on  all 
suapeoted  VO  looations.  On  one  oocassion  an  officer  observed  two  smoke 
trails  from  the  ground  to  the  vioinity  of  a  holioopter,  indicating  that 
the  VC  in  this  area  probably  employ  some  type  of  portable  ground  to  air  . 
miaaila  as  was  encountered  on  Operation  "KdhOJDER  I". 
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Baring  the  day  ft  system  was  established  by  Bde  C-5  personnel  to  evacuate 
as  nuoh  rice  as  possible  from  the  aO  to  bo  given  to  local  officials  for 
distribution  to  neody  faailios. 


At  the  end  of  the  D-Bay  all  VC  elements  had  broken  contact  and  CP 
locations  were  as  follows!  Briga^o  CP  -  XT  611235 

l/50 3d  Inf  -  XT  637271 
2/503d  Inf  -  XT  628288 
1/ttAK  -  XT  648286 
.  3/319  Arty  -  XT  612241 


There  was  no  oontact  during  the  night  of  8-9  January. 

b.  1m-1  (9  January  1966)  -  173d  Abn  Bdo  (Sep)  continued  Operation 
"CHIMP"  in  tho  HC0O  V/oods  llogion  with  two  battalions  attacking  to  the  East 
toward  the  Saigon  hiver  whilo  the  third  battalion  remained  in  blocking 
positions  to  the  Northeast. 

l/503d  Inf  end  2/503d  Inf  continued  the  attack  to  tho  East,  thoroughly 
searching  tho  area  of  operations.  Buring  tho  day  only  minor  contact  was 
made  as  numerous  fortified  positions  and  caches  continued  to  be  located. 

At  0909001  2/503d  discovered  two  caches;  one  vicinity  XT  633272  containing 
400  pounds  of  fertilizer  and  ItO  pounds  of  rice  and  thG  second  vicinity 
XT  633279  oontaining  2000  pounds  of  rice.  At  09092CH  l/5o3d  discovered  two 
trench  systems,  each  of  which  was  largo  enough  to  accomodate  a  battalion 
size  foroe  vicinity  XT  638261  and  XT  639265.  *-t  C9112GH  2/5&3d  Inf 
recoived  small  arms  fire  from  a  small  VC  force  vicinity  XT  657275*  The 
area  was  hit  with  artillery  fires  and  searched  by  2/503d  Inf  with  no 
further  contact.  At  G9I44CK  2/503d  Inf  discovered  two  hut3  containing 
approximately  2500  pounds  of  rlco  with  a  concrete  bunker  noarby,  vicinity 
XT  654264.  A  oaoho  containing  approximately  9C00  pounds  of  rioo  wns 
looatod  vicinity  XT  656264  at  O9153CH.  curing  tho  day  it  became 
apparent  that  thoro  had  beon  no  rooent  largo  scale  VC  activities  in  the 
l/503d  Inf  aU  and  very  little  in  tho  2/5v>3d  Inf  AO. 

l/UAH  oontinuod  to  occupy  blocking  positions  to  the  Northeast  of 
l/503d  Inf  end  2/ 50 3d  Inf  and  conducted  numerous  patrols  in  sector  to  searah 
for  VC  personnel  and  equipment.  Intrioato  multi-lcvol  tunnel  systems 
wore  discovered  during  tho  day  containing  several  largo  woapen  ceches 
and  numorous  documents  which  proved  beyond  doubt  that  l/kii  was  sitxing 
on  top  of  tho  VC  Political  Headquarters  of  Military  kegion  4.  Included 
in  tho  find  wore  detailed  maps  of  all  friendly  military  installations 
in  tho  Saigon-Choloa-Gia  Binh  area,  friendly  CD  of  allied  forcos  by 
name  and  extenisvo  rosters  of  U.S.  Personnel  living  in  the  Saigon  area. 

The  documents  indicated  that  tho  entire  headquarters  of  the  Saigcn- 
Cholon-Gia  Binh  Spooial  Zone  was  located  within  tho  Bde  aQ.  Only  two 
minor  oontaots  woro  made  by  tho  l/iu-k  during  tho  day  wi'h  one  (l)  VC  being 
killod  and  another  captured  vicinity  XT  652288  at  C9170CH.  Five 
weapons  and  equipment  cachos  wero  capturod  during  the  day  vicinity 
XT  649282,  XT  651287,  XT  654266,  XU  652288  and  XT  641293  containing 
forty-seven  (47)  woopons,  many  weapons  components,  and  over  twenty 
thousand  rounds  of  snail  arms  and  crew  served  woapons  ammunition.  Tho 
capturod  woapons  inoluded  one  (l)  57mn  Hocoiless  hiflo,  four  (4)  12.7=a 
Anti-Aircraft  machine  guns,  two  naohino  guns  and  numerous  individual 
riflos,  carbines  and  sub-machine  guns. 


At  first  ligit  on  lx-1  E/17  Cav  with  one  (l)  platoon  of  APC's  from 
P4LH  moved  out  of  the  Bdo  Base  to  oonduct  eoerch  and  dear  operations  to 
the  North.  At  O9O710H  vicinity  XT  608243,  E/17  nade  contaot  with  a  VC 
squad  which  was  apparently  planning  to  mortar  the  Bde's  Artilleiy  Positions. 
The  VC  fired  four  (4)  60 nm  mortar  rounds  and  small  «*■*«  fire  before 
breaking  contact  under  an  aggressive  attack  by  E/17.  Tho  area  was  hit  by 
TAG  air  and  searched  by  ^17  with  no  further  contact.  At  09125CE  B/17 
discovered  a  cache  containing  1000  pounds  of.  rioo  vicinity  XT  624258* 
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173d  Bigineor  Company  conducted,  one  (l)  squad  sized  ol oaring  patrol 
during  the  naming  to  the  East  of  the  Bdo  Base.  Caches  containing  1C00 
pounds  of  rice  and  2000  pounds  of  rioo  respectively  were  located  vicinity 
XT  614226  end  XT.  615225  at'C9Q8CQHi  At  091045H  throe  (3)  punji  pits  and 
&  trench  systen  running  approximately  100  asters  to  the  Northwest  was  - 
discovered  vicinity  XT  617237* 

D/l6th  Amor  departed  the  Bde  Base  at  090800H  and  moved  to  the  2/503d 
Inf  AO  and  was  attaohed  on  arrival*  D/l6  assisted  in  search. operations  in 
ths  2/50 3d  Inf  AO  during  the  day  and  remained  vicinity  the  2/503d  Inf  • 
base  during  the  night. 


Bde  helicopters  continued  to  receive  ground  fire  throughout  the  AO  ~ 
during  the  day.  Counter  fires  were  placed  on  suspected  VC  locations  in 
all  oases.  During  the  day  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  ninety  (490) 

Vietnamese  were  evaucated  from  the  battle  area  by  helicopter.  Of  these 
thirty- six  (36)  were  confirmed  as  VC  and  I67  were  hold  as  VC  suspsots. 

The  remainder  were  evaouatod  from  the  battlo  area  for  their  safety. 

At  the  end  of  D*1  CP  locations  were  as  follows «.  • 

•  l/503d  Inf  -  XT  649265 

'41/50 3d  Inf  -  XT  655275 
D/l6  Armor  -  Same  as  2/503d  Inf 
All  Others  -  No  change 

During  the  night  of  9-10  January  VC  contact  was  reported  in  all 
areas  of  the  Bdo  seotor.  Attempts  were  mado  throughout  the  ni^xt  by 
VC  squad  size  forces  to  probe  the  l/RAR  perimetor.  At  0919203  l/RAR 
killed  two  (2)  VC  and  captured  one  weapon  vicinity  XT  647238.  Prom  - 
100505H  to  1006153  l/RAR  received  sporadic  mortar  fire  with  no 
casualties.  Artillery  fires  were  placed  on  all  suspected  VC  locations. 
l/503d  Inf  and  2/503d  Inf  each  received  sporadio  mortar  and  sniper  fire 
throughout  tho  night  with  no  casualties.  In  the  Bdo  Base  position  at 
100220H,  B/3/319th  end  E/l7th  Cav  received  mortar  fire  and  small  eras 
fire  from  the  Northwest.  Counter  fires  were  placed  on  tho  suspected 
VC  positions,  end  no  further  fire  was  received. 

0.  D+2  (10  January  1966)  -  Tho  173*1  A&n  Bd6  C Sop)  continued 
Operation  "CRIMP" ,  conducting  numerous  search  patrols  in  seotor  to 
locato  VC  forces)  installations  and  equipment,  And  repositioned  one 
battalion  task  force  to  the  Northern  portion  of  the  Bde  AO  (sp<j  Inclosure 
2).  During  the  day  permission  was  granted  for  use  of  CS-1  Agent  to 
oonteminato  tunnel 3  and  bunkers  which  could  not  be  destroyed. 

Commencing  at  100730H  l/503d  Inf  conducted  ten  (10)  platoon  sized 
search  and  destroy  patrols  South,  Southwest  and  West  of  the  Bn  Base. 

No  VO  contact  was  made  durin"  the  morning  and  the  area  appeared  to  have 
had  no  recent  large  scale  VC  activity.  Tho  patrols  dosed  back  into  the 
Bn  baso  by  101330H,  and  1/503*1  Inf  bogan  preparations  to  move  to  a  new  AO. 
D/l6th  Armor  was  detached  from  2/503d  Inf  and  attachod  to  l/503d  Inf  effective 
1012003.  At  1015003  l/503d  Inf  moved  by  APC  and  foot  march  to  an  attack 
position  vioinity  XT  631281.  At  1017003  tho  lead  element  of  l/503d  Inf 
engaged  a  VC  company  vioinity  XT  631284*  Aftor  a  short  fire  fight  the  VC 
broke  contact  leaving  twenty-nine  (29)  dead  behind.  Air  and  Artillery 
wore  used  during  the  contact  and  egain  after  the  VC  broke  oontoot.  Tho 
area  was  then  searchod  with  no  furthor  contact.  1/5034  Inf  closed  into 
its  attack  position  at  1018003  and  began  preparations  to  attack  to  the 
North  on  11  January. 
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2/503d  Inf  conducted  ten  (10)  squad  sized  search  patrols  in  sector 
Ihe  day*  Nunero'  3  documents  end  small  rice  caches  were  located  but 
no  recently  inhabited  VC  installations  were  found.  The  only  contact  of  tho 
day  oocured  at  100855H  when  sniper  fire  was  received  vicinity  XT  656277* 


W 


During  tho  day  nearly  200  VC  suspects  and  refugees  were  captured  in  the 
populated  areas  along  tho  road  vicinity  XT  6526  and  were  evaucated. 

l/RAR  continued  to  occupy  blocking  positions  Northeast  of  LZ  KiRCH 
and  conducted  platoon  sized  search  patrols  in  sector*  During  the  coming, 
patrols  discovered  five  (5)  VC  bodies,  three  weapons  and  numerous  blood 
trails  in  the  areas  of  VC  initiated  actions  during  tho  night  of  9-10 
January*  At  101235H  throe  (3)  VC  were  engaged  vicinity  XI  654276.  Ono 
(l)  VC  was  killed  and  one  (l)  autonntic  weapon  and  four  (4)  grenades  were 
oaptured.  at  101200K  a  D  Company  patrol  killed  ono  ^l)  VC  vicinity  XT 
657280  and  at  101340H  a  C  Company  patrol  killod  one  (l)  VC  vicinity  XI 
607287*  Throughout  tho  day  patrols  conJ  ir.iod  to  discover  additional 
extensive  tunnel  and  bunker  systems  in  sector.  One  tunnel  was  discovered 
which  contain od  a  well  to  supply  water  below  ground.  Personnel  searching 
the  tunnols  carried  a  TA-312  telephone  and  a  roll  of  communications  wire 
to  allow  for  reporting  of  finds  in  the  tunnel  and  to  measure  depth  or 
length  of  the  tunnel.  Dog  teams  wore  also  used  to  search  the  tunnels. 
Brigade  Chemical  personnel  successfully  employed  "MIGHTY  METE"  (a  small 
back-pack  air  compressor  which  can  be  used  to  blew  smoke  or  tear  gas 
into  the  tunnels)  in  the  tunnel  systems  in  the  l/RuR  sector.  At  101020H 
fifty  (50)  VC  suspoots  wore  captured  in  one  of  the  tunnols  with  no 
casualties. 


At  100900H  E/17  Cavalry  noved  out  of  tho  Bde  base  with  one  platoon 
of  APC*  9  from  PWIfl  to  search  the  area  bounded  by  grid  lines  XT  59.5 
on  the  West,  XT  61  on  the  East,  23  on  tho  South  end  25.5  on  the  North.  . 
Continuous  oontact  was  maintained  throughout  tho  day  as  the  task  force 
fought  a  running  battle  with  snipers  and  small  VC  forces.  At  101410H 
a  VC  force  was  encountered  vicinity  XT  599255  occupying  trenches.  Two 
air  strikes  and  massive  artillery  firos  wore  placed  on  the  location 
followed  by  a  swocp  by  E/17  and  tho  APC'e.  Sixteon  (xo)  VC  bodies  were 
found  and  it  is  estimated  that  at  least  sixty  (60)  more  wore  killed.  On 
several  oooasions  tho  E/17  commander  ard  tho  artillery  PO  in  a  helicopter 
above  observed  bombs  and  artillery  rounds  land  in  the  midst  of  groups  of  VC*. 

On  D+2  Bde  helicopters  continued  to  roooivo  ground  fire  from  the  AO.  ‘ 
However  a  marked  decrease  was  observed.  At  tho  end  of  D+2  CP  locations 
were  os  follows}  TP  1/5034  Inf  -  XI  631281 
All  Others  -  No  Change 


d.  D+3  (ll  January  1966)  1734*  Abn  Bde  (Sop)  continued  Operation 
"CHIMP"  with  ono  battalion  attacking  to  tho  North  and  two  battalions 
searching  in  sector.  Bde  units  continued  to  discover  elaborate  multi¬ 
level  tunnel  and  bunker  systems  throughout  the  aO.  Speoial  demolition 
teems  were  utilized  to  dostroy  tho  systems  and  tunnels  were  contaminated 
by  a  persistant  riot  control  agent  vhoro  destruction  was  not  possible. 


At  ilOQOCH,  TF  1/50 3d  Inf  j unpod  off  in  on  attack  to  the  North  to  seize 
and  dostroy  tho  fortified  area  reported  vicinity  XI  6330.  Massive 
air  end  artillcy  strikes  preceded  tho  infantry  on  the  objective  area. 

C  Company  and  D/l6th  Armor  nano  were  d  around  the  West  flank  to  blocking 
positions  vicinity  XI  630304  while  A  and  B  Companies  attacked  to  the 
North.  At  11O830H  contact  was  made  with  five  (5)  VC  vioinity  XT  639299 
with  two  VC  being  captured.  At  110920H  as  C  Company  noved  into  blocking 
positions,  a  VC  squad  was  engaged  which  employed  small  arms  and  command 
detonated  minoa.  At  111045H  a  platoon  Bizod  VC  force  was  contacted  vio 
XT  634298  in  a  well  prepared  trench  system.  All  l/503d  elements  continued 
to  proas  forward  behind  a  wall  of  artillery  and  TAC  air  Fires.  By  hhqqh 
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all  units  were  in  contact  with  an  estinatod  VC  company  which  fought 
persistently  fron  a  well  developed  trench,  bunker  and  tunnel  system. 

‘The  entiro  area  was  heavily  booby  trapped  and  mined,  including  command 
detonated  claymore  type  nines.  By  1112}0H  l/50Jd  Inf  had  oonpletcly 
over  run  the  VC  positions.  During  the  battle,  Bde  Chemical  personnel 
employed  flame  throwers  against  the  VC  bunkers  and  trenches.  This 
was  the  first  time  Bdo  elements  had  utilized  the  flame  thrower  against 
VC.  foroes.  During  tho  afternoon  l/503d  Inf  conducted  a  systematic  search 
of  the  complex  tunnel  and  bunker  system.  Seven  (7)  VC  bodies  were 
located  and  equipment  and  blood  trails  indicated  that  at  least  thirty 
(30)  others  were  killed.  Twelvo  (12)  weapons  and  numerous  documents 
were  captured. 

l/RAR  continued  to  search  in  seotor  utilizing  numerous  6nall  patrols. 

At  110900H  one  (l)  VC  was  killed  vicinity  XT  645286.  .  At  111030E  sniper 
fire  was  received  vicinity  XT  646278.  l/RAR  swept  through  tho  position' 
but  no  further  contact  was  made.  A  cache  contain  .lag  fiftocn  (15)  tons 
of  rice  was  discovered  in  the  area.  At  111110H  tiro  ocncreto  trap  doors 
voro  discovered  vicinity  Xt  654286  which  oponed  into  soother  intricate 
tunnel  eystqm  Throughout  the  day  l/RAR  continued  to  find  documents  and 
equipment  which  verified  that  thoy  were  in  tho  SCGDSZ  headquarters. 

Three  typewriters,  two  tape  recorders  end  a  duplicating  machine  ware 
found  in  a  hidden  chamber  of  one  tunnel  system. 

2/503d  Inf  continued  to  sweep  toward  the  Southwest  odge  of  the  Bda  AO. 
numerous  tunnols  continued  to  be  discovered,  searched  and  then  destroyed 
or  contaminated.  At  110855H  a  VC  squid  was  engogod  vicinity  XT  658277. 

Two  VC  were  killed  and  one  (l)  M-l  Rifle  and  one  Chicon  Submachine  Cun 
wore  captured.  At  111310H  a  weapons  cache  was  discovered  in  a  tunnel'  ' 
vicinity  XT  656271  which  contained  six  (6)  Chicon  Carbines,  three  (3) 

Model  93  Mauser  Rifles,  25  pounds  of  documents  and  100  rounds  of  small 
arms  am  unit  ion. 

E/l7th  Cavalry  with  seven  (7)  APC’s  from  PVfLH  attached  conducted 
search  and  cloar  operations  in  the  Wostom  portion  of  the  Bde  AO  as 
far  North  as  XT  605295*  At  11061 5&  a  trench  cystem  was  located  vio 
XT  615269  containing  four  (4)  hand  grenades.  At  111245H  a.  cache 
containing  nine  (9)  tons  of  rioo  was  discovered  vicinity  XT  592265. 

The  TF  closed  back  into  the  Bdo  Base  prior  to  darkness  with  no  contact.  ’ 

During  the  dry  Bde  units  utilized  "Ciy  Baby"  end  "Mighty  Mite"  to 
flush  VC  and  Vietnamese  refugees  fron  the  cany  tunnel  systems  in  the 
Bdo  AO.  At  111235H  fifty-oi(£vt  (58)  personnel  were  oaptured  from  one 
*y«ton  vicinity  XT  642299  by  l/503d  Inf.  The  Australian  Enginoer  Troop 
worked  in  the  l/RAR  soctor  and  Bde  Chemical  personnel  wo  iked  in  l/503d 
Inf  and  2/503d  Inf  sootor.  A  total  of  over  600  VC,  VC  suspeots  and 
refugees  wore  ovaouatod  from  tho  A0  on  D+3. 

At  tho  end  of  the  day  C?  locations  vers  as  follows > 

M  1/5034 'Inf  -  641298 

All  Othors  -  No  Change  •  , 

At  112000H  4/8/6  Artillery  received  sniper  fire  from  vicinity  XT  ' 
606237.  The  fire  was  roturnod,  and  upon  investigation  of  tho  area  a 
blood  stained  pistol  belt  and  seven  (7)  grenades  were  found.  '  . 
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e.  1^4  (12  January  1966)  -  Operation  "CRIMP"  continued  in  the  EGBQ 
Woods  Region  with  Bde  elononta  searching  end  destroying  or  contaainating 
tunnel  ani  hunker  systens  in  sector  and  contacting  VC  forces  up  to  squad  size* 

1/5034  ?af  conducted  platoon  3ized  search  patrols  in  areas  surrounding 
the  Bn  base  and  encountered  sporadic  sniping  and  nortar  fire  throughout  the 
day.  The  entire  area  was  heavily  booby  trapped  with  105m  rounds  hanging 
fron  trees  which  were  comand  detonated.  At  121130H  a  trench  systoa  800 
notors  long  with  two  conaand  bunkers  was  discovered  and  at  121145H  ono  (1) 

U.S.  1903  Riflo  and  threo  (3)  Chicon  Carbines  wero  located  vicinity  XT 
635305.  At  121335H  ten  (lO)  hand  grenades  and  ono  (l)  satchel  chargo  wero 
discovered  vicinity  XT  6403OO.  Later  at  121355^  throe  (3)  VC  wero  killed 
and  80  Chicon  hand  grtmadcs,  70  rifle  grenades,  ono  (l)  typewriter  and 
six  (6)  bicycles  wero  captured  vicinity  XT  638305*  At  the  sane  tixxj  one 
(l)  Chicon  Carbine  and  ono  (l)  pack  were  discovered  in  a  tunnel  vicinity 
XT  639302.  At  121700K  throo  (3)  Chicon  M44  Carbines  were  captured  in 
a  tunnel  vicinity  XT  632305* 

2/503d  Inf  continued  to  scorch  in  sector  with  no  VC  contact  during 
the  day.  At  121145H  a  cache  containing  two  (2)  bags  of  docuncnts  and 
nunorous  nodical  supplies  was  discovered  vicinity  XT  657275*  Another 
cache  was  located  vicinity  XT  653273  at  121315H  containing  cno  (l) 

Mosin  Nagant  Rifle,  nuncrous  doounonts  end  miscellaneous  acdical  supplies. 
During  the  day  S  Conpany  neved  a  herd  of  cattle  fron  the  operational 
area  to  vicinity  XT  611235  where  they  wero  turned  over  to  AH7N  representatives 
to  be  returned  to  refugees  fron  the  operational  area.  At  12122CK  ton’ 

(10)  VC  were  engaged  in  a  trendh  vicinity  XD  648248.  The  VC  were  hit  by 
amod  holicoptcrs  followed  by  a  sweep  by  B  Conpany.  Throe  (3)  VC 
wero  killed  and  the  rost  withdrew.  The  cattle  drive  then  continued. 

After  conrpletion  of  the  drive  B  Conpany  returned  to  the  Bde  base 
position  for  tho  night. 

l/RAR  continued  to  search  the  nulti-lcivol  tunnel  systens  in  their  AO, 
soizing  VC  supplies  and  oquipaont .  Sproadic  sniper  and  nortar  fire 
was  rooeived  during  tho  day.  At  120930H  one  (l)  Russian  I'iodel 
I891/3O  sniper  rifle  with  soopo  was  discovered  vicinity  XT  636258. 

At  approximately  the  sane  tine  one  (l)  Chicon  K-44.  Carbine  was 
capturod  vicinity  XT  6528.  At  121430H  eight  (s)  VC  wero  killed 
in  ia  tunnel  vicinity  XT  6528. 

E/l7th  Cav  conducted  a  nounted  rcocnnaissanco  in  tho  Western  portion 
of  the  Bde  AO.  Three  (3)  rice  caches  were  discovered  vicinity  XT 
604235,  XT  604233,  XT  602223  containing  over  6,000  pounds  of  rice. 

Ko  contnot  was  nade  by  E/17  dicing  tho  day. 

On  D+4  ovor  $00  VC  suspects  and  rofugecs  were  evauoated  fron  tho  AO. . 

Bde  holicoptcrs  continued  to  receive  ground  fire,  althcu^i  the  ooouranco 
has  been  greatly  reduced  sir.oo  D-  Dry.  All  suspeotod  VC  locations 
oohtinued  to  be  hit  by  artillery  and  TuC  Air. 

CP  looations  did  not  change  on  D+4.  Sovoral  contacts  wero  reported 
by  Bde  units  during  the  nigit.  At  122155H  l/503d  Inf  reported  a 
secondary  explosion  resulted  fron  HAI  fires  vicinity  XT  636303.  A  l/503d 
Inf  outpost  killed  ono  (l)  VC  vioinity  XT  641299  at  122155H. 
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f.  £+5  (13  January  1966)  -  .1734  Atm  Bde  (Sep)  continued  Operation 
"CRIMP",  conploting  destruction  of  previously  discovered  trenches,  hunkers, 
and  tunnel  'systems  end  .contaminating  tunnels  with  a  persistent  riot 
control  agent  when  destruction  was  not  practicable; 

l/503d  Inf  conducted  four  (4)  platoon  si  tod  search  and  destroy  patrols 
In  seotor  .and  continued  to  search,  destroy  end  contaminate  tunnels  previously 
discovered*  During  tho  Doming  e.  cache  was  discovered  vicinity  XT  644294 
containing  3^  tons  of  rice.  At  131215H  a  new  hunker  end  tunnel  systen  was 
discovered  vio  XI  614300  which  contained  tunnels  on  six  (6)  separate  levels* 
The  Bde  speoial  demolition  tean  was  onployed  to  destroy  the  complex. ,  At 
131510H  C/l/503d  engaged  a  VC  platoon  vioinity  XI  639294  which  onployed 
autonatio  weapons  and  nortars.  Artillery  fires  were  innediately  brought 
to  hear  on  the  VC  position.  The  airborne  Fi.C  observed  the  VC  nortar 
firing  and  placed  an  air  strike  on  the  position,  using  napaln  and  • 
bonbs.  All  ordnance  was  on  target,  with  an  estimated  20  VC  killed.  . 

After  supporting  fires  had  noved  across  tho  VC  positions,  C/l/503d  swept  ' 
through  with  no  further  contact.  Ton  (10)  VC  bodies  wero  loft  by  the 
retreating  platoon.  .  : 

At  1313OOH  D/l6th  Amor  was  detached  fron  l/503d  Inf  and  noved  back 
to  tho  Bdo  base  position.  In  route  a  cache  containing  1000  pounds  of. 
rloo  was  discovered  vicinity  XT  615272.  1 


2/503d  Inf  continued  to  search  and  destroy  tunnel  systens  in 
sector  using  platoon  sizo  patrols.  At  13O730H  Ono  (l)  VC  surrendered 
to  2/5034  inf  vicinity  XT  647275.  One  (l)  VC  body  was  discovered  '  •  < 
•vicinity  tho  rivor  XT  659227.  Clothing  had  been  stripped  fron  the  1 
body.  Another  body  was  discovered  at  XT  660270.  ThiB  VC  appeared 
to  have  boen  killed  by  nortar  or  ertilleiy  firos  several  days  earlier;  At 
13131QH  a  patrol  killed  one  (l)  VC  vioinity  XT  665262  wearing  black 
pajamas  and  a  pith  holnet.  Comenoing  at  1308303  B/2/503d  Inf  waa 
extracted  fron  tho  Bde  base  by  holicopter  and  novod  to  the  Bdo  Base 
at  Bien  Hoa  where  they  remained  in  an  alert  status  until  tho  Bde 
olosed  in  on  14  January  1966. 

1/RAR '  continued  destruction  of  located  VC  tunnel  system  and 
conducted  platoon  sized  search  patrols  in  sector.  At  130500H  one  VC 
wearing  black  pajanoa  was  killed  by  an  ambush  vicinity  XT  652289*  At 
1310303  two  VC  were  captured  vicinity  XT  655235* 


During  tho  day  E/17  conducted  one  (l)  nountod  and  one  (l)  foot 
patrol  to  the  Northwest  and  Southeast  of  the  Bde  Baso  Position.  At 
13141CQ  600  pounds  of  rioe  was  discovered  vicinity  XT  6O5245.  Another 
caohe  at  XT  621230  oontained  five  (5)  tons  of  rioo.  At  I3154CB  an 
unoccupied  trench  was  discovered  vicinity  XT  619234  running  approximately 
400  noters  to  tho  Vest. 


On  Df5  the  occurence  of  ground  fire  egainst  Bde  helicopters  was  greatly 
reduced,  indicating  effectiveness  of  tho  Bdo's  search  end  destroy  operation 
and  re  tali  to  ly  fires  on  VC  snipers  .  . 

At  tho  end  of  Df5  CP  locations  wero  as  follows  1  D/l6  Armor  -  XT  614235 

All  Others  «■  No  Chrago 


During  the  ni^it  the  infantry  battalions  received  sporadio  sniper  and 
nortar  fire.  At  132210K  one  VC  was  killed  trying  to  infiltrate  tho  l/R/Jt 
perimeter.  At  I403OCB  1/5034  Inf  captured  two  (2)  VC  inside  thoir  perinstor 
who  were  wearing  gas  masks.  The  VC  had  apparently  remained  hidden  in  hnlos 
in  the' area  for  several  days.  .  - 
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SUBJECT*  Coaibat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 

g.  B+6  (14  Januaiy  1966)  -  On  D+6  the  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  terminated 
Operation  "CRH?11  in  the  HOBO  region  and  redeployed  all  units  to  the  Bde 
Base  at  Bien  Hoa  by  a  combination  of  helicopter  lift  end  motor  convoy. 
Movement  began  at  I4O8OCH  when  l/503d  Inf  was  extracted  from  LZ  FEBRUARY  ! 
vicinity  XT  634307*  The  last  lift  departed  the  LZ  ait  140912H.'  l/RAR  and  $ 
2/503d  Inf  were  extracted  from  LZ  JULY,  vicinity  XT  648268,  commencing  at 
140945H  and  completing  at  141115H.  HU-1  end  H-47  helicopters  were  utilised  ) 
for  the  extractions.  Troop  E/l7th  Cavalry  led  the  returning  rotor  convoy*  j 
crossing  the  Start  Point  vicinity  XT  616226  at  141000H.  The  main  body 
began  moving  at  I4IO3OH  with  the  artillery  remaining  in  position  until 
extraction  of  the  Inf  battalions  was  completed.  The  helicopter  extraction 
and  the  motor  convoy  wore  covered  by  continuous  TAG  Aix  support  and  aimed 
helicopters  cn  station.  Light  small  arms  fire  was  received  within  the  AO 
by  the  troop  carrying  helicopters  and  the  motor  convoy  trail  party 
received  automatio  weapons  fire  at  XT  667113*  The  fire  was  returned  and 
one  (l)  VC  was  estimated  killed*  The  motor  convoy  closed  into  the  Bde 
Base  at  Bien  Hoa  at  141430H,  terminating  Operation  "CRIMP". 

5.  SUPPORTING  FORCES* 

a.  Task  Force  3/319 Artillery » 

(1)  Sice  of  Force  -  Throe  (3)  six  (6)  gun  I05mn  howitizer 
battories,  two  (2)  four  (4)  gun  105nn  batteries  and  ono  (l)  six  (6) 

gun  155tm  battoiy.  ! 

(2)  How  end  When  Employed* 

(a)  Preparation  of  LZ*  s  "MARCH"  ,• "APRIL"  and  "KAY"  on  • 

8  January  I966.  , 


(b)  On  oall  missions  to  Bde,  1st  Inf  Div,  and  ARVN  forces  '} 
from  8-14  Januaiy  I966.  '} 

(o)  Harrassing  and  Intordiotian  fires  from  8-I4  Januaiy  I966.  j 

(d)  Quick  roaotion  fireB  on  VC  looations  established  by  ’ 

intelligence  elements  from  8-14  Januaiy  1966. 

(e)  Suppressive  fires  during  extraction  on  14  January  1°66. 

I  v 

(3)  Reeults  end  Effectiveness*  The  Bde’s  artillery  fired  516 
missions  and  7401  rounds  during  Operation  "CRIMP".  Artillery  firos  were 
very  effective  during  IZ  preparations  and  during  extraction,  reducing  VC 
resistance  to  only  light  ground  fire.  On  several  ocoasions  during  the 
operation  air  observers  observed  rounds  falling  in  the  midst  of  VC  elements 
and  positions,  attesting  to  the  excellent  results  of  on  call  missions. 

Retail tory  fires  on  suspectod  VC  locations  woro  veiy  effectivo.  The 
ooouranoe  of  ground  fire  lessened  with  each  day  of  the  operation.  Artilleiy 
fires  were  not  effootivo  against  the  tunnel  and  bunker  systems  in  the  AO 
oxoopt  in  the  case  of  a  direct  hit. 

it 

i 

(4)  Timeliness*  Because  of  coordination  effected  in  the  Bde 
Eire  support  Coordination  Center  between  Artillery,  Army  Air,  and 
Air  Force  elements,  the  timeliness  of  artillery  fires  was  excellent. 

Rapid  reaction  to  enecy  intelligenoe  oontinued  to  bo  effeoted. 

b.  U.S.  Air  Force* 


(l)  Size  of  Eoroe*  A  total  of  142  Tactical  Air  sorties  and  ) 
thirty- two  (32)  Forward  Air  Controller  sorties  woro  flown  during  A 
Operation  "CRIMP".  *• 
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(b)  Preparation  of  LZ's  "MiiRCH",  "APRIL"  and  "MLI"  on  8 

January  1966* 

(0)  Preplanned  and  on  call  nissions  fron  8-I4  January  1966* 

(d)  Qiick-  react  ion  fires  on  VC  locations  established  by 
intelligence  elements* 

(e)  Flare  ships  wore  on  call  at  all  tines  throughout  the 

operation* 

(f)  An  airborne  FAC  was  available  at  all  tines  during  the 
operation  either  in  the  air  over  the  AO  or  on  Btrip  alert  at  Lai  Kho 
(XT  7638)*  Ground  FAC  toons  were  fUmishod  to  each  infantry  battalion. 

(g)  Convoy  cover  for  return  to  Bicn  Hoa  Base  Position  on 
14  January  1966* 

(3)  Rosults  end  Effectiveness »  During  Operation  "CRIKP"  Air  Force 
support  was  outstanding.  Preparations  of  LZ*  s  wero  on  target,  effectively 
roduoing  VC  resistance  to  only  light  ground  fire.  On  cell  missions  were 
timely  with  outstanding  effect.  On  10  January  bombs  dropped  in  support 

of  E/l7  woro  seen  to  fall  in  the  midst  of  groups  of  VC.  On  13  January 
a  strike  in  support  of  l/503d  Inf  destroyed  a  VC  mortar  position  with  an 
estimated  20  VC  killed.  No  organized  VC  action  was  encountered  during 
the  motor  convoys.  The  ground  and  airborne  FAC*s  wero  very  effcotivo, 
resulting  in  timely  and  accurate  fires  throughout  the  operation. 

(4)  Timeliness  1  See  5t  b  ,  (3)  above. 

(5)  Air  Request  Net  Utilized*.  The  SOP  pre-planned  air  request 
net  was  utilized  during  Operation  "CRIMP".  Requests  wero  initiated 

by  tho  commanders  on  the  ground  and  sent  to  tho  Brigade  Tactical  Air 
Control  Group  (TACO)  by  tho  ground  FAC  or  through  tho  Airbomo  FaC. 

The  request  was  then  relayed  to  tho  III  Corps  Direct  Air  Support 
Center.  On  occasion  missions  were  generated  at  Sde  level  based  on 
intelligence  information.  If  a  mission  was  requested  whon  TAC  air 
end  tho  Airbomo  FAC  were  both  airbomo,  no  furthor  coordination  was 
required  end  the  striko  was  oonduoted. 

(6)  Air-Ground  Marking  System:  In  all  cases  targets  for 

TAC  air  strikes  woro  markod  by  tho  airborne  FAC  using  White  Phosphorous 
rookets. 

0.  Any  Air: 

(l)  Size  of  Force:  During  Operation  "CRIMP"  any  air  support 
was  provided  by  the  following  units : 

(a)  Company  A,  82nd  Aviation  Battalion. 

(b)  1734  Aviation  Platoon. 

(o)  161  Rcooo  Flight  (Australian) 

(d)  14pth  Aviation  Battalion: 

1  Company  A,  501st  Aviation  Battalion 

2  118th  Aviation  Company  (AM3L  IT) 
i  68th  Aviation  Company  (AMBL  IT) 

A  197th  Aviation  Company  (CTT) 

£  74th  Aviation  Company  (IW  IT) 

13_" 
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(e)  155th  Aviation  Company  (AM3L  IT) 

(f)  147th  Aviation  Company  (HCPIR  MED) 

(g)  73  Aviation  Coopery  (ASL) 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed! 

(a)  Throo  (3)  holibcme  assaults  and  threa  (3)  extractions 
for  a  total  of  679  sorties. 

(b)  Arced  holieopter  oover  for  all  convoys  and  close 

in  support  to  ground  foroes  for  a  total  of  292  sortios.  j 

(0)  Daily  resupply  missions  from  Bien  Hoa  to  the  Bdo  Baso 
and  from  the  Bde  Base  to  infantry  battalions  for  a  toted  of  622  sorties. 

(d)  Command  and  Liaison  support  when  requested  for  a 
total  of  193  sorties. 

(o)  Radio  relay  when  required  for  two  (2)  sortios. 

(f)  Modical  evacuation  flights  (does  not  include  57th  . 

Medical  Detachment)  -  14  sortios. 

(g)  Booauso  of  the  non-availability  of  an  air  trip  in 
tho  operational  area  resupply  was  accomplished  exclusively  by  rotary 
winged  aircraft. 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness :  During  Operation  "CRIMP"  Army  * 
Aviation  flew  a  total  of  1790  sorties  in  support  of  tho  Bdo.  Tho  results 
produood  were  exoollent.  All  helibome  assaults  and  extractions  were 
exeouted  smoothly.  Resupply  and  medical  evacuation  were  accomplished 
when  requested  with  a  minimum  of  time  lag.  Radio  contact  was  maintained 
between  Bde  headquarters  and  tho  ground  forces  at  all  tinoa.  Armed 
holioopters  support  was  excellent,  helping  to  roduoe  VC  resistance  during 
the  holibomo  assaults.  On  12  January  armed  helicopters  flying  in  support 
of  B/ 2/503  cattle  drive,  successfully  engaged  ten  (10)  VC  in  a  trench, 
iriiHiig  three  (3),  and  enabled  B  Company  to  accomplish  its  mission  on 
aohedule. 

(4)  Timeliness!  See  5»  0,  (3)  above. 

d.  B  Company,  16th  Asaor  and  Prince  of  Vales  Light  Horse  Troop 
(Australians)  1 

(1)  Size  of  Porooi  Eleven  (ll)  M-113  APC's,  five  (5)  M-56  SPAT'S 
and  four  (4)  4*2"  Jtortor  APC'a  from  D/I6th  Armor  j  and  thirteen  (13)  M-113 
APC's  from  PWIH. 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed! 

(a)  Convoy  security  from  Bao  Tsai  to  Position  ELIO  on  8 

January  1966* 

(b)  Perimeter  security  of  Position  KINO  from  8-14  January  1966 

(0)  PWIH  combined  with  E/l7th  Cavalry  to  conduct  daily 
search  and  clear  operations  around  the  Bde  Base  position. 

*  * 

(d)  D/l6th  Amor  attached  to  2/503&  Inf  on  9  January  for 
amor/ infantry  operation. 
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(o)  D/l6th  Amor  was  detached  fron  2/503d  Inf  and  attached 
to  l/503d  Inf  on  10  January  to  participate  in  the  l/503d  Inf  attack  to 
the  North. 

(f)  D/l6th  Amor  detached  fron  1/5034  Inf  on  13  January 
and  noved  hack  to  Bde  Base  Position. 

(g)  Convey  security  during  the  novo  baok  to  the  Bion  Eoa 
Base  Position  on  14  January  1966. 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness  1  Excellent.  The  nobility  and 

firepower  of  these  units  is  a  doterent  to  VC  attack  on  Bde  conveys  or 
positions.  The  AFC's  and  SPATS  operated  very  well  in  the  terrain  of  \ 

the  AO.  No  unaumountablo  obstacles  wore  encountered.  The  nortar  * 

platoon  is  a  very  effective  nobile  fire  support  olenent  which  can  nove 
right  along  with  the  advancing  infantry  in  an  attaok  for  closer  support. 

The  search  and  clear  operations  around  the  Bde  Base  Position  worked 
exceedingly  well  with  many  VC  being  killed  or  captured  end  nuccrous 

rico  caches  being  captured.  These  operations  also  holped  to  prevent 
VC  ground  or  nortar  attacks  on  the  Bde  C?  area.  U30  of  Amor/Inf  entry 
elements  enabled  l/503d  Inf  to  push  a  fast  moving  blocking  force  into 
position  boforo  their  attack  on  11  January,  this  preventing  uso  of  the 
road  running  to  tho  Northwest  by  the  VC. 

(4)  Timeline  as  1  N/A 
e.  Chemical 1 

(l)  Size  of  Ibrcoi  Chemical  support  on  Operation  "CRINP"  was 
provided  by  tho  Bde  Chemical  Section  (includes  the  51  st  Chemical  Detachment 


(2)  How  and  When  Employed*  Throughout  the  operation  "Cry  Baby" 
(tear  gas  grenades)  were  used  by  tho  ground  forces  to  ferret  tho  VC  from 
his  bunkers  and  tunnels.  "Nighty  Kite"  end  flame  throwers  wero  used  as 
follows 1  . 

(a)  8  January  1966  -  "Mighty  Kito"  was  used  in  support  of 
3/31 9th  Artillery  to  search  numerous  bunkers,  trenches  and  short  tunnels 
oonneoting  huts  and  bunkers  in  tho  Northwestern  portion  of  Position  KING. 

Tho  average  tunnel  length  was  twenty  (20)  meters. 

(b)  9-11  January  1966  -  "Mighty  Mite"  was  used  in  support  of 
l/BAR  to  search  and  clear  the  massive  tunnel  system  discovered  in  its  AO. 

HC  Smoko  and  OS  grenados  wore  used  in  conjunction  with  "Mighty  Mite".  After 
contamination  of  tunnols ,  "Mighty  Mite"  was  used  to  force  air  baok  into 
the  tunnols  so  that  friendly  troops  could  so  arch  them. 

(o)  11  January  1966  -  A  flame  thrower  was  used  in  support  of 
V503d  Inf  attack  to  the  North,  to  bum  out  VC  elements  in  bunkers,  tunnels 
and  spider  holes. 

(d)  12-13  January  1966  -  "Mighty  Mite"  was  used  in  support  of 
1/5034  Ini  to  mop,  up  and  dear  bunker  and  tunnel  systems  in  their  new  AO. 

Some  systems  wore  six  (6)  levels  deep  end  were  ooncroto  reinforood  in  place*. 

(c)  13  January  1966  -  "Mighty  Mite"  was  used  to  search 
extensive  tunnel  system  In  2/ 503d  Inf  AO. 
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(f)  In  all  casos  where  destruction  of  tunnels  was  not 
possible,  CS-1  agent  was  used  to  contaminate  the  system.  This  was 
accomplished  by  placing  a  bag  of  CS-1  on  a  piece  of  detonating  cord 
between  oratoring  charges  inside  the  tunnel.  When  the  charges  were  set 
off,  the  powder  was  forced  through  the  tunnel  system. 


(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness  1  Exoollent.  The  use  of  riot 
control  agents  to  ferret  TC  and  even  friendly  Vietnamese  from  bunkers 
and  tunnels  saved  many  lives  during  Operation  "CRIMP".  The  "Mighty  Mito" 
is  a  very  effective  blowor  to  forco  the  agent  into  the  vory  depths  of  the 
tunnels.  EC  smoke  was  also  used  very  effectively,  often  seeping  out  of 
hidden  oxits  from  the  tunnel  and  thus  aiding  in  the  search  of  the  systems. 
Tunnel  systems  that  could  not  be  dostroyod  were  contaminated  with  CS-1 
agent.  It  is  felt  that  this  agent  will  effectively  negate  future  use 

of  the  tunnels  by  the  VC. 

(4)  Timeliness  1  N/A 

6.  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS*  During  Operation  "CRIMP"  Bdo  units  wore 
supported  from  a  forward  logistical  complex  located  at  Position  KING. 

The  oonplox  included  supply,  transportation,  maintenance  and  medical 
facilities  from  the  173d  Support  Battalion.  .  The  forward  complex  was 
rosupplied  exclusively  by  Arry  rotary  wing  aircraft,  lifting  supplies 
from  the  Bdo  Base  at  Bion  Hoa. 

a.  Supply  and  Transportation*  A  Forward  Brigade  Supply  Operations 
Center  (BSOC;  was  established  in  the  Bde  Base  position.  Representatives 
from  each  unit  engaged  in  the  operation  were  located  at  tho  BSOC  to 

aot  on  resupply  requests  end  to  assist  in  preparation  of  supplies  for 
dolivoiy.  During  this  operation  tho  BSOC  received  442  ton3  of  supplies 
from  Bien  Hoa  by  99  H-47  sorties.  Bde  units  not  accessible  by  roc*, 
rooeived  approximately  130  tons  of  supplies  by  HU-1  holioopter. 
Approximately  80  tons  of  all  classes  of  supplies  wore  required  daily 
to  sustain  tho  Bdo  Task  Force. 

Brigade  Infantry  Battalions  moved  to  and  from  the  operational  area  J 
by  helicopter  while  the  remainder  of  Bde  elements  moved  by  motor  convoy. 
No  administrative  problems  were  encountered  during  tho  operation. 

b.  Maintenanoe*  Company  D  (Maint),  173d  Support  Battalion  operatod 
mechanical,  signal  and  armament  maintenance  facilities  at  the  Forward 
Bde  Base  Position.  During  Operation  "CRIMP"  tho  following  work  was 


accomplished* 

MECHANICAL 

SIGNAL 

ARMAMENT 

Jobs  Reooived  - 

3 

20 

2 

Jobs  Completed  - 

3 

14 

2 

Jobs  Evacuated  - 

0 

6 

0 

V* 

4 


o.  Medical*  Conpaiy  B  (Medical),  173d  Support  Battalion  operated  tho 
SOP  Forward  Clearing  Station  vicinity  Position  KING  during  Operation  "CRIMP". 
The  37th  Medical  Detachment  (Helicopter  Ambulance)  provided  standby  nedevao 
coverage ,  During  the  operation  tho  Forward  Clearing  Station  handled  forty- 
seven  (47)  personnel  at  sick  oall.  All  of  these  personnel  wore  treated  end  . 
returned  to  duty.  Gravos  Registration  Teams  from  the  624th  QM  Company  (DS) 
supported  the  Bde  both  at  Bien  Hoa  and  in  the  operational  area. 

When  required  because  of  severity  of  wounds  personnel  wore  evaouated 
diroot  to  tho  3ml  Mobile  Any  Surgical  Hospital  (MASH)  or  tho  93d  Evacuation 
Hospital  in  tho  Bion  Hoa  area.  Wounded  personnel  coming'  into  the  Forward 
Bdo  Clearing  Station  were  treated  as  necessary  and  then  evaouated  to  tho 
Bien  Hoa  aroa  or  returned  to  duty.- 
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d.  Connunicatior.s  i  The  primary  neons  of  communications  to  subordinate 
units  during  Operation  "CRIMP"  was  IK  radio  utilizing  an  airborne  radio 
relay  to  extend  transmission  range  when  necessary*  Wire  was  installed  to 
all  units  in  the  Bde  Base  Position  and  was  used  within  the  separate  Bn 
base  positions*  Radio  relay  systems  were  established  and  maintained  which 
gave  switch  to  switch  and  TOC  to  TOC  telephone  communications  between  * 

the  Brigade  Forward  and  Brigade  Rear,  Brigade  Forward  and  1st  Division,  : 

end  Brigade  Forward  and  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division.  Secure  teletype  was  \ 

provided  to  the  1st  Inf  Div  with  radio  HF  providing  back-up  secure  teletype  j. 
to  1st  Inf  Div  and  radio  SS3  providing  back-up  to  173d  Brigade  Rear. 

7*  COMMANDER’S  ANAR  SIS:  The  173d  Abn  Dde  (Sep)  Operation  "CRIMP"  was  one 
of  the  cost  successful  ever  conducted  in  3?/N«  Althougi  the  number  of  VC 
killed  has  been  surpassed  on  other  operations,  and  the  amount  of  weapons 
and  material  captured  has  been,  surpassed  on  other  operations,  the  combined 
effects  of  VC  killed  or  captured,  weapons  and  material  captured,  installations 
destroyed  and  intelligence  data  gathered  make  "CRIMP"  one  of  the  Bde’s  most  . 
successful.  Tho  primary  mission  of  the  operation  was  to  smash  the 
Politico-Militaiy  headquarters  of  tho  VC  Military  Rogion  Number  4.  This  • 
mission  was  accomplished  in  an  outstanding  manner.  Throughout  tho  ’ 

operation  the  Brigade  continued  to  effectively  exorcise  its  threo  most 
important  capabilities  of  Civio  Action,  Intelligence  Gathering  and 
Tactical  Operations. 

a.  Civio  Action:  In  tho  objective  area  the  Bdo  encountered  largo 
numbers  of  civilians  who  obviously  had  boon  controlled  by  tho  VC  for  years. 

Due  to  this  condition,  tha  decision  was  cade  to  evaouate  the  population  \ 
to  a  secure  location  where  they  oould  not  interfere  with  or  betray  tho 
Dde’ a  military  operations. 

Over  2,000  refugees  were  evacuated  from  tho  operations  area.  All 
of  tho  refugees  wore  processed  through  tlio  172d  MI  Detachment  03 
suspoots.  A  Brigade  medio  treated  over  200  rofugoos  during  detention 
at  the  172d  MI  Botachncnt.  After  processing  and  questioning,  tho 
rofugoos  woro  ovaouatod  to  Trung  Dap  and  turned  over  to  a  Civil  Affairs 
team"  working  with  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Inf  Div.  This  team  consisting  of  4 
officers  and  2  EM  arrived  in  tho  area  II  January  1966.  A  3  day  supply 
of  HSDCAP  Bupplios  was  given  to  tho  Civil  Affairs  team  to  enable  them 
to  initiato  a  MECCA?  program.  On  13  January  29  cattlo  and  buffaloes  i 
wore  herded  from  the  2d  Battalion  TAOR  to  Trung  lap  and  turned  over  • 
to  tho  Civil  Affairs  team.  Tho  policy  with  respect  to  refugees,  thoir  1 
belongings,  and  liyestook  was  not  oloar  end  vecilated  from  one  extreme 
to  the  other.  Another  problem  encountered  in  dealing  with  rofugoos  was 
that  while  the  operations  area  was  in  Binh  Duong  provinoe  tho  refugees 
were  evaucated  to  Hau  Nhfa  provinoe.  The  provinoe  boundary  was  400  meters 
north  of  tho  refugee  collecting  point  in  Trung  Lap.  Some  difficulty  was 
enoountorod  when  .tho  Hau  Nhia  province  USOM  end  National  Bolico  officials  had 
reservations  about  their  responsibility  to  handle  refugeos  from  Binh  Duong 
province.  This  problem  was  resolved  and  the  .refugees  were  carod  for. 
Necessary  food  for  the  refugees  was  provided  from  captured  VC  grain  caches 
end  goods  provided  by  the  Brigado.  The  USOM  food  goods  arrived  on  12 
January  1966. 

During  the  operation,  over  26*000  pounds  of  rice,  25  bags  of  fertilizer, 
18  bags  of  peanuts,  assorted  other  foodstuffs,  a  quantity  of  farm  implements, 
rubbea.  tubing  and  6  bicyoles,  wore  recovered  from  VC  caches  by  Brigado  unit  a 
and  turned  over  to  the  Civil  Affairs  team  for  distribution  to  refugeos 
and  neoty  families. 

Four  Psy  War  missions  were  flown  during  Operation  "CRIMP".  250,000 
Chiou  Hoi  leaflets  were  dropped  on  3  missions,  and  an  appeal  to  VC  in  the 
tunnels  and  bunkers  was  broadcast  on  one  mission. 
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b.  Intelligence:  During  this  operation  a  wealth  of  intelligence 
data  was  gathered.  Nearly  7*500  documents  containing  over  100,000  pages 
were  captured  which  revealed,  nary  of  the  VC'e  plans,  his  organization 
and  his  past  activities.  Many  of  tho  documents,  such  as  letters  and 
diaries  (etc) ,  reveal  tho  inner  feelings  of  the  individual  TC  toward  tho 
allied  forces  and  the  war  in  general  (see  Inclosuro  4).  Also  anong  tho  ' 
docuoonts  were  rosters  of  various  sections  and  lists  of  Communist  Party 
nenbors  which  will  help  to  make  the  destruction  of  the  Military  Eegion 
4  headquarters  oonpleto. 

o.  Tactical  Operations  t  The  taotical  olocents  of  tho  lide  did  an 
outstanding  job  during  this  operation.  Ground  and  air  nobility  was  used 
very  effectively  to  keep  the  VC  off  balanco.  The  ground  forces  found, 
fixed  and  aysteciatioally  dostroyod  the  objective,  thus  causing  tho  caory 
untold  damage  by  destroying  one  of  his  Dost  secure  base  areas  in  Vietnam. 
The  results  of  Operation  "CRIMP"  were  as  follows* 

(1)  U.S.  Foroea: 

KIA  -  Fifteen  (15) 

VIA  -  Seventy -Two  (72) 

MIA  -  None 
ECJJIP  LOSE  -  Nano 

(2)  Australian  Forces t 

KLA  -  Eight  (8) 

WIA  -  Thirty  (JO) 

MIA  -  None 
EQUIP  LOSE  -  None 

(3)  Now  Zealand  Forces  1 

KIA  -  Hone 
WIA  -  None 
KIA  -  None 
EQUIP  LOSE  -  None 

(4)  Viot  Cong  Forces* 

KIA  -  Confirmed  -  120 
Possible  -  190 
VCC  -  91 

SUSPECTS  -  509 

REFJGEES  -  1031 

RALLIKRS  -  1 
TOTAL  -  1950 

(5)  Weapons* 

1  Czech  7.92  IMJ  KD30  2  US  Enfield  MI917 
1  US  DAE  2  US  K-l  Carbines 

1  US  57an  RE  2  Chioon  AE  47 

1  French  7*5  DM3  1924  2  Hoao-nado.  carbines 

4  Russian  Model  1891/30  2  Chioon  K50  Sl'33 

,  4  US  M-l  Riflos  4  Chioon  12.7na  AAMJ 

13  Goman  Kuiacr  M-K  2  60sn  Mortars 
6  Frcnoh  MAS  36  Rifloa  3  US  M-3  SMB 

3  US  cal  45  Thompson  SM3  1  Heme- made  shotgun 

4  French  MAX  49  SM3  1  US  K-2  Carbine 

31  Chioon  K44  Carbines  1  US  M-1903  Riflo 
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(6)  Amunition: 


•22,543  rounds  of  assorted  snail  arcs  aonunition 
300  grenades 
10  rifle  grenades 
5  Eecoiless  Rifle  rounds 
51  nortar  rounds 
1  -  105nn  round 

(7)  Docunenta :  7*408  -  over  100,000  pages 

(8)  Comuni cations  :  3  alterod  transistor  radios,  2  field  telephones 

(9)  Transportation:  9  Sanpans,  8  bicyolea 

(10)  Medical:  760  nodical  item 

(11)  Foodstuffs:  57  tons  of  rioe,  60  pounds  of  salt  • 

(12)  Miscellaneous:  1 

151  pounds  of  olothing  12  EAR  nagazinos  > 

Miscellaneous  packs  1  50  oal  tripod 

Miscellaneous  gas  casks  2800  pounds  of  fertile ior 

3  accessory  kits  for  12i7°n  1,300  pounds  of  poaruis 

1  helnot  liner  1  gasolino  engine 

1  duplicating  naohino  2  dynarotors 

4  typewriters  1  tape  recorder 

1  tolesoope 

▼ 

8.  CONCLUSIONS  AND  LESSONS  LEARNED: 


a.  General : 


(1)  The  Politico-Kilitaiy  Headquarters  of  YC  Military  Region  4 
was  destroyed  with  neny  YC  killed  or  captured,  nany  weapons,  such  equipment 
and  valuable  intelligence  information  captured. 

(2)  The  civilian  population  of  tho  area  was  thoroughly  indoctrinated 
by  tho  YC  and  it  will  ro quire  nuch  civic  action  And  psychological  warfare 
effort  to  awing  then  to  tho  sido  of  the  allios. 

(3)  The  entrances  to  tunnels  in  the  A0  were  generally  very  woll 
camouflaged  and  could  only  bo  disooverod  by  probing. 

(4}  Tho  prioo  of  entry  into  an  operational  area  is  often  oost3y. 

Ve  should  bo  proper  od  to  6tay  until  tho  job  is  f  ini  shod. 


b«.  Movement : 


(l)  Tho  notor  convoy  coving  f  ron  Bao  Trai  to  Position  KING  was 
required  to  stop  and  wait  for  oonploticn  of  tho  B-52  strike.  Those  strikes 
taut  be  cut  off  on  schedule  to  avoid  a  daisy  to  tho  reminder  of  the 
sequence  of  evonts. 


(2)  Aircraft  noving  through  the  Bdo  AO  received  ground  fire  on 
nuoorous  occasions.  However,  as  a  result  . of  inccdiate  and  violont 
retalitozy  fiaos  in  all  cases,  tho  ooouzance  of  ground  fire  lessened  with 
each  day  of  the  operation. 
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(3)  landings  in  each  of  the  throe  battelion  areas  wore  completed 
Doro  rapidly  than  ever  before.  This  was  cade  possible  by  the  fact  that  the 
elements  landed  in  a  staggered  trail  which  peenitted  quicker  "sitting"  and 
quick  exiting  of  the  troops. 

(4)  This  was  the  first  operation  where  the  Brigade  Forward 
Support  Base  was  established  in  an  area  not  adjacent  to  an  air  6trip. 
Resupply  was  conducted  very  successfully  with  exclusive  use  of  rotary 
winged  airoraft. 

0.  Tactics  1 

(l)  The  long  octal  rod  which  is  part  of  tho  105mn  howitizer 
ammunition  box  was  found  to  be  a  useful  probe  in  bunkers  and  tunnels. 


(2)  Znstanoos  of  receiving  friendly  nor  tar  fire  fron  the  adjaoent 

Bde  were  experienced  by  l/503d  Inf.  The  neod  for  a  control  fire  coordination .  „ 
oenter  established  at  division  appears  to  bo  necessary  whenovor  two  or  ooze  - 
brigades  are  employed  adjacent  to  each  other.  Such  a  oenter  is  } 

particularly  needed  when  supporting  artillery  is  fired  fron  numerous 
location  into  the  AO  of  eaoh  Bde. 

r 

(3)  There  wore  continual  interruptions  of  tho  ccnnunications  of 

some  battalions  and  tho  Brigade  Command  Not  by  other  stations  using  tho  ; 
same  frequency.  This  is  intolerable  for  efficient  operations  and  cast  < 
be  corrected  by  the  allocation  of  frequencies  fron  the  standpoint  of 
geographical  location.  ; 

(4)  Tho  Arno r/lnf antiy  tactics  employ od  by  E/l7  Cavalry  and 
IWIH  in  the  vicinity  of  tho  Bde  Base  and  by  B/l6  Armor  with  l/503d  end 
2/503d  were  extronely  suooossfUl.  Continued  use  of  -those  taotios  will 

be  effected  when  terrain  pormits. 

*  ‘  " 

(5)  When  a  ground  follow-up  to  a  B-52  strike  is  planned,  the  V 

time  of  ordnance  delivery  should  bo  greatly  oomprossed.  The  present 

time  span  of  delivery  and  long  pausos  between  flights  enables  the  enemy 
to  move  out  of  the  area  or  to  got  into  deep  holes  after  the  initial  drop. 

When  a  ground  force  follows  a  B-52  strike,  tho  mass  delivery  of  CDU'a  with  * 
an  immediate  follow-up  airmobile  assault  in  the  proximity  of  the  strike  . 
would  achieve  the  optimum  surprise  and  highest  prob Ability  of  success.  1 

\  •  t  * 

d.  Chemical! 

(l)  Tear  gas,  smoke  and  flame  wore  used  to  good  advantage  during  ; 
this  operation  to  ferret  the  VC  from  their  tunnols  and  to  deny  future  use 
of  then. 

(2}  Tho  uso  of  HO  smoko  should  be  limited  in  tunnols  which  are  to 
bo  searched  unless  personnel  are  equipped  with  oxygen  masks.  The  smoke  will' 
quickly  "drive  out"  all  the  orygen  in  tho  tunnels. 

(3)  Personnel  searching  tunnels  &ould  work  in  teams  of  two  (2) 
or  nor*  sen. 

(4)  Some  sort  of  communications  betweon  searchers  an!  porsonjiol 
afcorvo  ground  must  bo  maintained.  Also  a  system  to  ooosuro  the  depth  and 
length  of  tunnols  should  bs  dovolopcd  (Soe  paragraph  4,  0). 

(5)  In  soma  of  the  noro  elaborate  tunnel  systems,  it  was  discovered 
that  gas  traps  had  been  constructed  (See  Inoldsuxe  5;.  Throe  typos  disoovered 
included  1 
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(r.)  Vator  loch  (flooded  sootion  of  tunnel) 

(b)  Trap  doors. 

(o)  Digging  the  tunnel  in  a  zig-zag  or  rising  and  lowering 
oourse  to  slow  down  movement  of  gas. 

(6)  Suggested  Dotbod  of  clearing,  searching  end  destroying/ 
ooa terminating  tunnels  t  * 

(a)  To  olear  enemy  troops  out  of  tho  tunnels,  the  M7A3 

CS  grenade  blown  into  tho  tunnel  with  tho  "Mi ty  Mito"  is  recommended.  Ono  ( 
or  two  grenades  should  bo  adequate  for  most  systens,  end  should  not  create 
a  serious  osygen  defioient  atnosphore.  Tho  "Mity  Mito"  enn  bo  usod  then 
to  blow  sous  of  the  CS  out  of  tho  tunnel  so  it  can  bo  searched. 

(b)  The  tunnel  can  then  bo  searohed  as  far  as  tho  first  trap 
door  or  air  look*  If  trap  doors  or  airlock  is  discovered,  it  can  be 
removed  and  the  "Mity  Mito"  oan  be  usod  to  blow  tho  CS  which  still  lingers, 
furthor  into  the  tunnel  complex. 

(o)  When  a  nain  tunnel  of  a  conplex  is  located,  a  demolition 
charge  sot  off  in  it,  nay  unseat  any  additional  trap  doors  or  air  locks, 
enabling  further  flushing  end  searching. 

(d)  After  tunnols  arc  searched,  they  should  be  destroyed 
with  demolitions  and/or  contaminated  with  CS-1  (powder)*  Ono  effective 
way  of  doing  this  without  contaminating  personnel  is  to  place  a  6  or  8 
pound  oag  of  CS-1  on  a  strand  of  detonating  cord  between  cratering  charges 
inside  tho  tunnel*  In  one  instance  whore  this  was  done,  CS-1  was  forced 
approximately  200  meters  through  a.  tunnel,  and  rosulted  in  tho  tunnel  axons 
between  cratering  charges  being  thoroughly  contaminated  and  sealod. 

(o)  Vhon  tine  is  limited,  CS  grenades  (Mf, A3)  blown  in+o 
tunnel  with  "Mity  Mite"  will  contaminate  tunnel  for  one  woek  or  more. 

(f)  M25A3  CS  grenades  (baseball  type)  can  be  used  to 

oontsmin&te  small  tunnols,  bunkers  and  spider  holes.  If  these  areas  are 
sealed  tho  contamination  should  last  indefinitely. 

d.  Civic  Action:  Tho  policy  with  respoot  to  refugoos,  their 
belongings,  end  livestock  was  not  olear  and  vaoilatod  from  ono  extreme  to 
the  other.  A  fin  policy  oust  be  established  prior  to  tho  beginning  of 
•n  operation. 

TOR  THE  COMMANDER  1 


2d  Dt,  ACC 
Asst  Adj  Oen 


Distribution: 

2  -  MAC  J34 
\1  -  MAC  J2 
1  -  MAO  T 

1  -  CIHCrSAR?AC,  ATTNi  CP0P-K2 
1  -  CO,  TJSAK7,  ATTN  1  Historical  Division 
4  -  CO,  1st  Infantry  Division 
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TU HUEL  CQNSTEDCTIOl  DETAILS 
'Jl.  Water  Zook* 


B.  Trapdoor  Construction. 


i 


Hotel  In  sooe  instances,  trapdoors  wero  covorod  with  a  thin  layer  of  ( 

dirt  and  were  located  by  probing  with  a  bayonet .  Una  trapdoor  v.-aa  5 
booby-trapped  with  a  grenado. 

V 


0.  Other  baffle  systoos  which  inpeded  the  flow  of  gas  or  snolce. 
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TRANSLATION  RBPOHI 
DOCtlbiEOTS 

Large  Sign  at  Village  Entrenoo: 

"Who  causes  tho  soene  that  bums  houses,  cokes  the 
suffering,  slaughtor  to  our  population*  That  is 
Anarioa  onocy ,  and  puppets,  we  swear  that  wo  don't 
live  with  then  in  the  sano  plooo.  Though  we  are 
in  oisexy,  wo  will  unite  together.  Dotercins  to 
dear  out  the  resented  wo  will  drive  out  tho 
imperialist  until  our  population,  and  oountxy  are 
peaceful  for  ever  and  after11* 

.  Diary  -  11  January  1966s 

Have  spent  four  days  in  tunnel*  About  8  to  9  thousand  Anorlcan 
soldiers  were  in  for  a  swoop-operation.  Tho  attack  waa  fierce,  in  the 
last  fo\»  days.  A  number  of  underground  tunnels  oollapaed.  Sane  (of 
our  non)  were  caught  in  then  and  have  not  been  able  to  get  out  yet. 

It  is  not  known  what  have  become  of  Bisters  BA,  3 IX,  EGNG  HAN  and  ' 
TAN  HO  in  those  tunnels.  In  their  attempt  to  provide  security  for 
the  agenoy  TAM  and  HI  were  killed.  Their  bodies,  left  unattended  and 
deteriorated,  have  not  boon  buried  yet.  In  the  afternoon,  one  of  our; 
village  unit  combers  trying  to  stay  dose  to  tho  enory  for  reoonnaissf 
anoe  was  killed  end  his  body  has  not  been  rooovered.  ' 

4 

Fifteen  ninutes  ago,  enocy  jot  a  dropped  boobs:  houses  collapsed  ' 
and  troos  fell.  1  was  talking  when  a  rooket  exploded  2  caters  away 
and  boobs  poured  down  like  a  torrent. 

Ve  should  fight  thee,  we  should  annihilate  thee,  you  (US  soldiers) 
will  have  no  way  out. . 

It  is  always  dark  before  sunrise.  After  oold  days,  ware  days 
will  coco. . 

The  cost  tiresome  nonant  is  when  one  coves  up  a  hill.  One  cast 
rise  up  disregarding  death  and  hardships,  detsreinod  to  defeat  the 
Aoorioan  aggressors. 

Ohl  What  hard  days,  one  has  to  atey  in  tunnel,  eat  oold  rice  with 
salt,  drink  unboiled  water!  However,  one  is  froe  and  feels  at  ease. 

This  is  tho  last  entry,  datod  1445  hours,  11  January  1966,  of 
THAN  BANG'S  diary. 

Document  was  captured  tire  day  following  the  entry. 
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COMBAT  OPERATIONS  AFTER  ACTION  REPORT 


3D  BRIGADE 

1st  Infant  jy  Diviai.cn 

WILLIAM  D  BRODBECK 
Cclone^.  Commanding 


H3aDQUART£RS  3D  BKIGaDB 
1st  Infantry  Division 
APO  16  Pore  *  96345 

AVID-WB-C  15  February  1966 

SUBJECT*  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 

THRU  i  Commanding  General  let  Infantry  Division  ATTN:  03  APO  US -Forces  96345 

20s  Commander  t 

IS  Military  As  sis  tan  de  donadiltl  Vietnam 
ATTHt  J321  * 

APO  US  Forces  96243 


1*  NaMJ  aMD  TYPR  OF  OPF-UTIOH :  Operation  CRIMP  -  Search  and  Destroy, 

2.  DaTSS  OF  OPERATION;  370700  January  1966  -  120630  January  1966, 

3*  U'-ChTIOiJ;  HAUNGHIa  Province  and  CU  CHI  District  XT5820  -  XT6724  - 
XT6529  -  XT5928  (Overlay  attached  -  Appendix  I), 

4,  COl'ulANU  H^AlXiUHnTZRS:  Headquarters,  3d  Brigade,  lot  Infantry  Divio  it. , 

;;  .  5,  TOT  COkhAMORRS : 

Colonel  i/illian  D  Brodbeek,  CO  3d  Brigade 
Lt  Col  Go  ergo  M  Shufier  Jr,  CO  2/2  Infantry 
c-  *  It  Col  Jilliam  S  Lober  Jr,  CO  1/16  Infantry 
Lb  Cel  Robert  Haldane,  CO  l/23  Infantry  -  '  - 
r  „  Lt  Col  George  S  Foster,  CO  2/28  Infantry 
/  !  Lt  Cel  Frank  R  Tins,  CO  2/33  Artillery 

6.  Task  orgaiUZaTICU:'  *, 

Headquarters  3d  Brigade  -  .  - 

_ _ ...  ,  2/2  Infantry  , ,  .  _  >  .  ... 

~  ,  .—v  ]/i6  Infantry 

3/28  Infantry  .... 

, ...  _  ,  2/28  Infantry  , 

Trcop  A  1/4  Cav 
.v  .*  2/33  Artillery  (DS) 

•  1  ,,  2/32  Artillery  (-1  (GSR) 

,. .  /  r  8/6  Artillery  (GSR) 

.0  Company  1st  £ngr  Battalion 
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AVID-WB-C  15  February  1966 

SUBJZCTi  Ceabat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (HaCV/RCS/J3/32) 

7.  SUPPORTING  FORCES t 
fa.  2/33  Artillery, 

(1)  Size  of  force. 

*  (&J  Forward  Area  (THING  L«P) :  2  six  gun  3051 2-1  Batteries 

and  Hqs  2/JJ3  Arty,  Hqs  and  C  Battery  (B"  Howitzer  SP)  2/32  Arty  an d  C  Buy 
(ISflii  Howitzer  tewed),  8/6  Arty  general  support  reinforcing  of  2/33  Arty. 

(b)  Rear  Area  (LaI  KHZ) :  Hqs  Btry  (-)  and  B  Btry  2/33 
Arty,  D  Btry  (8"  Howitzer  SP)  8/6  Arty  end  B  Btry  (175HH  Gun  SP)  general 
support  reinforcing  of  both  forward  and  rear  areas. 

(2)  How  and  When  Saployed. 

(a)  2/33  Arty  departed  LaI  KHZ  by  motor  convoy  on  07032^ 
January  1966  along  Hwy  23  to  -a  forward  stagin'’  area  vie  DI  aN.  Cn  the  coming 
ef  8  January  1966  the  battalion  continued  o«*.'  Hwy  1  to  vie  CU  CHI  (XT642150) 
where,  with  the  combined  firepower  of  2/33  Art y,  C  Btry  8/6  Arty  end  C  Ev  / 

2/32  arty  an  artillery  preparation  was  fired  on  landing  zone  JaCK.  Conti...  - 
artillery  support  war  provided  by  displacing  in  exhelon  to  vie  THING  La? 

HAUGZR  CaZP  (XT590216)  from  where  the  remainder  of  Operation  CRJkP  was  i-u.. d 

(b)  During  Operation  CRlLP  the  battalion  fired  1619  105HM 
Howitzer  rounds)  591  155M11  Howitzer  rounds,  345  eight  inch  Hawitser  rounds. 

(3)  Results  of  Fire:  The  battalions  fire  support  was  again 
outstanding,  and  was  responsible  fer  the  destruction  ef  1  concrete  bunker,  54 
houses,  one  sampan  (coving  in  'Me  river).  Fire  was  effectively  placed  on 
known  and  suspected  VC  locations.  Fire  support  was  continuous  throughout 
the  operation,^ 

b.  Air  Ferce.  During  Opemtion  CRli-iP,  one  hundred  eight  (108)  close 
air  support  sorties  were  flown  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force,  Dur¬ 
ing  the  7  days  proceeding  the  airmobile  assault  318  preplanned  sorties  were 
flown  into. the  area  against  known  AA  positions  and  various  bunker  and  trench 
systems  visible  from  the  air  or  located  by  aerial  phots.  0-130  and  C-123 
aircraft  were  used  to  .position  1/28  Inf  in  PHU  LOI  *n  7  January  1966;  and 
C-123  flights  were  used  prior  to  and  during  the  problem  to  preposition  ammu¬ 
nition  at  LaX  KHZ,  for  use  during  Operation  CRIMP  and  subsequently  Operation..  1 


BUCKSKIN. 

- 

.  1  Jan  66 

4  Sorties 

2  Jan  66 

30  Sorties 

3  Jan  66. 

19  Sorties  •  ’• 

4  Jan  66 

27  Sorties 

5  Jan  66 

18  Sorties 

6  Jan  66 

10  Sorties 

TOTAL 

118  Sorties  (Total  preplanned  sorties) 

aVIB-HB-C  15  February  1966 

SUBJECT*  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report  (HaCV/RCS/J3/32) 


7  Jan  66 

8  Jan  66 

9  Jan  66 
19  Jan  66 
11  Jan  66 
TOTAL 


13  Sorties 
25  Sorties 
40  Sorties 
21  Sorties 
9  Srrties 

<s308  Sorties  (Total  CaS  Sorties  prior  to  terminal 
tlon  at  120630  January  1566) 


8.  INTEIlIGENCEt 


at  At  the  start  of  Operation  CHIKP  the  strength  of  VC  forces  in 
the  area  was  estimated  t*  be  2500*  Elements  were  believed  to  be  2d  Bn  155 
A  Regt  (strength  600),  K17  Bn  (strength  300),  K18  Bn  (strength  250),  C  3C$ 

Bn  (strength  300),  C  306  Bn  (strength  300),  C  32  Bn  heavy  weapons  company 
(strength  120) ,  Quyet  Thang  (L87)  Bn  (strength  2C0)  and  the  C  506  En 
(strength  500).  Information  regarding  VC  tactics  indicated  that  they  would 
not  mass  in  force  to  resist  the  advance  of  a  two  (2)  Brigade  Task  Force,  The 
open  terrain  did  n?t  lend  itself  to  massing  a  large  number  of  troops.  Early 
detection  plus  vulnerability  to  friendly  air  and  artillery  superiority  ware 
primary  factors.  It  was  therefore  anticipated  that  the  VC  would  resort  tr 
harrassing  small  aras  and  mortar  fire  and  employ  mines  and  booby-traps  ex¬ 
tensively,  This  proved  to  be  their  course  of  a  ction,  throughout  the  opera¬ 
tion,  No  unit3  were  encountered.  KEI  was  received  from  Headquarters  1st 
Infantry  Division  and  Headquarters  5th  Special  Forces  Croup  prior  to  the 
operation. 


b.  Enemy  losses  during  the  operation  were  22  KIA  (BC)  and  35  pos¬ 
sible  KlA.  Sevonty-five  (75)  tons  ex'  rice  were  destroyed  or  captured  and  35-0 
documents  were  collected  and  forward3d  Cr,r  evaluation,  Intensive  tunnel  sys¬ 
tems  were  found.  Some  had  as  many  as  6  tier3  underground,  host  houses  had  a 
tunnel  system  leading  to  a  trench  cr  fortified  position, 

c.  Aerial  photo  support  from  Headquarters  1st  Inf  Div  and  2d  Air 
Division  was  excellent.  Photos  shewed  good  ground  detail  and  were  accompanied 
by  thorough  imagery  interpretation  reports, 

d.  The  terrain  is  open  with  little  ground  vegetation.  Rubber  plan¬ 
tations  afforded  some  cover  from  air  observation.  Jungle  areas,  shown  on  the 
map,  are  sparsely  wooded  areas.  The  weather  was  hot  and  humid  with  no  rain 
during  the  operation,  The  major  natural  obstacle  is  the  SaIGGJ  RIVER  running 
generally  northwest  to  southeast.  Roadability  was  poor  as  a  result  of  road 
cuts  and  other  previous  VC  destructive  activity. 


-  _  .  ■  e.  Cl  and  IF./  teams  were  employed  during  the  operation.  A  total  *f 
fourteen  (14)  suspects  (VCS)  were  apprehended,  interrogated  and  evacuated  to 
the  CU  CHI  District  Chief  Headquarters,  Cne  (1)  VC  wounded  was  captured,  ' 


f,  A  total  of  5000  leaflets  were  dropped  with  THENE:  "GVM-US  Air 
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AVID-WB-C  15  February  1966 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (hA CV/RCb/ J3/32) 

9#  MISSION*  Front  1st  Infantry  Division  FRAG  ORDER  1-66  (Operation 
CRIMP),  dated  030800  January  1966 1 

d,  3d  Brigade 

(1)  Conduct  airmobile  assault  to  position  forces  in  blocking 
position  on  LINE  PECaN  between  LINE  CUK  and  LINE  PINE. 

(2)  Destroy  at  capture  VC  forces  attempting  to  escape  to  the 

south, 

(3)  Attach  to  the  east  in  zone  to  destroy  VC  forces  and  base 

carps, 

(4)  Relieved  of  requirements  stated  in  OPLaNS  4-65  and  6-65 
effective  B-DAX,  H-HOUR. 

(5)  Relieved  of  requirements  to  maintain  one  Infantry  battalion 
on  6  hour  alert  effective  D-UaX,  H-HOUR. 

(6)  Be  prepared  to  perform  mission  stated  in  FRaG  ORDER  2S-6> 

on  order. 

10.  CONCEPT  0?  OPERATION;  From  3d  Brigade  FRaO  ORDER  3-66  (Operation  - 
CRLiP).  dated  0613Q0  January  1966:- 

EXECUTION*  * 

•  e 

a.  Concept  of  Operation:  3d  Bde  TP  conducts  motor  march  of  2/28 
Inf,  2/33  Arty  (-),  TroOp  A  3/4  Cav  and  Bde  TaC  CP  on  Kansas  Turnpike  to  DI 

AN  on  7  January  1966  and  on  Interstate  70  tn  vio  TRUING  LAP  (XT5921)  on  3  Jan  66. 
Tanks  of  A  Troop  land  tail  of  3/28  Inf  and  Co  C  1st  Engr  Bn  join  motor  column  ■■ 
at  DI  AN  on  7  Jan  66.  Bde  conducts  airmobile  assault  with  1/16  Inf  fyom  LAl 
KHS  and  1/28  Inf  frcm  PHU  101  to  1Z  JaCK. 083000  Jan  66  to  occupy  blocking 
petitions  on  LINE  PECaN.  2/28  Inf  conducts  S&D  in  sons  from  L-INE  QaK  to  LINE 
PINE,  LZ  JaCK  will  be  prepared  by  Artillery  and  CAS  conmehcing  0S0900  Jan  66, 

b.  2/2  Inf: 

(1)  Open  Kansas  Turnpike  between  BEN  CaT  and  PHU  CUQNG  by 
070900  JAn  66  and  secure  until  passage  cf  Serial  3, 

(2)  a  Troop  I/4  Cav  attached  for  this  mission  en3y,- 

0,  3/16  Inf* 

(1)  Open  Kansas  Turnpike  between  BEN  CaT  and'  LAl  iJCS  by  070700 
Jan  66  and  secure  until'  passage  of  Serial  3, 

(2)  Conduct  airmobile  assault  081000  Jan  66  on  LZ  JaCK. 

(3;  Secure  XZ  JACK  fbr  helicopter  landing  ef  3/28  Inf. 


aVID-WB-C  15  February  1966 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report  (1iaCV/RCS/J3/32) 

(4)  Occupy  blocking  positions  on  Llite  PaCaN  upon  completion 
of  V23  Inf  landir^s* 

d.  1/28  Inf  j 

(1)  Landtail,  escorted  by  A  Trp  1/4  Ca v,  nove  from  PHU  101  ta 
DI  All  when  Joined  by  a  Trp  at  PHU  LOI  cn  7  January  1966. 

52}  Conduct  airmobile  assault  081100  Jan  66  at  1Z  JaCK. 

3)  Occupy  blocking  positions  on  Lite  KJCaH, 

4)  Conduct  SicD  in  zone  from  Lite  CUK  tp  Lite  Pite  on  order* 

e.  2/28  Inf: 

(1)  Conduct  motor  march  from  LaI  Lite  to  DI  aII  7  January  1966 
and  from  01  AN  to  TP.UMG  LAP  on  8  January  1966. 

(2)  Conduct  S&D  in  zone  frca  Lite  OaK  to  Lite  PI;te. 

f.  Troop  A  1/4  Cav: 

•  (1)  Attached  to  2/2  Inf  effective  C705<T)  January  1966  for  clearance 

and  security  of  Kansas  Turnpike  between  B£N  CaT  and  PHU  CXXG, 

(2)  Upon  passage  of  Serial  3;  detached  from  2/2  Inf  and  move 
to  PHU  LOI  to  escort  1/23  Inf  landtail  to  bl  Ail, 

(3)  Conauct  motor  march  on  Interstate  70  and  Route  1a  to  vie 
THUHG  IaP  on  8  January  1966, 

(4)  Screen  south  flank  of  Brigade, 

g.  C  Co  1st  i£ngr:  Join  Brigade  landtail  at  DI  Ail  on  7  J2-''-  66  r 
conduct  motor  march  on  Interstate  79  and  Route  1a  to  vie  TAU.U  LaP  raS  . 
h,  2/33  Arty: 

.  (1)  DS. 

(2)  Conduct  motor  ma.  ch  to  DI  All  on  Kansas  Turnpike  rr.  7  Jen  66, 

(3)  Conduct  motor  march  to  vie  TRU.J1  La?  on  interstate  70  cn 
8  January  1966. 

i.  Coordinating  Instructions: 

(1)  OPORD  1-66  (Operation  3UCKijiv.L»)  for  marc',  tables  end  router. 

(2)  Upon  completion  of  Cj  crution  CRln?,  Operation  oUCKShi.  mill 

be  executed. 

(3)  2/2  Inf  vdll  employ,  a  Trp'  1/4  Gav  on  s'cuth ’in  road  clearing 
mission  to  facilitate  continuation  of  a"  Trp  mission  after  release  from  attach¬ 
ment.  . 

(4)  PHASiS  Lite  BIRCH  is  identified  on  .tlio  map  as  the  trail 
running  south  from  XT639284  to  XT 637274  to  aPTRIA  XT/>3?242  south  alcr.g  a 
stream  to  the  intersection  of  the. RAUCH  SOU  at.  XT645232.  ..... 

11,  SteCUTlOM:  2/2  Inf  and  1/16  Inf  were  ordered  to  clear  ar.d  secure' 

Prute  13  between  LAI  Kite  and  PHU  CUUX«  in  coordination  with  elements  cf  the 
5th  ARVil  Infantry  Division. 

Cn  6  January  1966  l/l6  Inf  established  two  reinforced  platoon  sice 
;  night  ambush  patrols  at  XT741345  and  XT752352,  These  patrols  cleared  Hv.y  13 
from  LAI  cite  to  BLN  CAT  at  first  light  on  7  January  1766. 

Cn  7  January  1766  P./2  Inf  with  Trp  A  1/4  Cav  in  coordination  with 
5th  aRVH  Division  elements  secured  Huy  13  from  BIN  CaT  to  P*iU  CUG..G,  The 
'  2/2  Inf  Task  Force  departed  the  Bdo  base-  camp  area  at  ft707“/0  Jan  66,  The 
road  was  secured  by  070900  Jan  66,  To  facilitate  entry  into  the  objective 
area  on  8  Jan  66,  DI'  AH  was  selected  as  a  staging  area.  The  2/23  Inf  departed 
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LAI  KHE  at  O709CO  January  1?66  for  DI  aM  followed  by  2/33  arty  (-),  Bde 
TaC  CP,  and  landtaila  of  1/16  Inf;  these  elements  were  joined  at  PHU  CUONG 
by  the  landtiil  of  1/28  Inf  which  was  flown  froa  PHUC  VIKH  te  PHU  LOI  tn 
7  January  1966  by  C-123  and  0-130  aircraft  4  All  Bde  elements  moving  by  land 
closed  into  1)1  aN  staging  area  by  071530  January  1966  without  incident. 

2/2  Inf  returned  to  the  base  camp  area  at  071645  January  1966, 

*  Cn  8  January  1966  the  Bde  conducted  a  two  battalion  airmobile  assault 
into  12  JaCK  with  1/16  Inf  landing  at  081003  January  I966  and  1/23  Inf  land¬ 
ing  at  082028  January  I966,  One  of  the  assault  helicopters  vns  hit  by  VC 
ground  fire  but  made  a  safe  landing  at  XT642188  with  no  injuries  te  crew  er 
personnel.  Che  of  two  gunships  covering  the  downed  aircraft  also  received 
enesy  ground  fire  and,  forced  down,  landed  safely  at  the  same  location.  Both 
aircraft  and  crews  were  extracted  without  further  incident.  The  3d  Brigade 
landtail  departed  DI  aN  at  080700  Jan  66  closing  vie  TRUmG  LaP  Kni&all  CCl-i— 
POUND  at  081200  Jan  66  ,  2/33  Arty  went  into  firing  positions  vie  CU  CuI  and 
fired  artillery  preparations  into  12  JaCK  prior  to  the  assault  landings. 

After  this  the  battalion  displaced  batteries  by  echelon  to  vie  TriING  IaP. 

The  blocking  position  along  LINE  PECAN  was  occupied  by  0812&0  Jan  66  and 
2/28  Inf  initiated  SdD  to  the  east  at  that  time,  searching  to  a  position 
300  meters  east  of  L IwE  BIRCH  by  081630  January  1966, 

On  9’ January  1966  the  Brigade  conducted  SaD  with’ two  battalions,  2/23 
Inf  on  the  north  and  1 /2b  Inf  on  the  south  with  1/16  Inf  blocking  along 
UNn  PECAlI.  The  battalions  covered  3000  meters,  coached  the  north-south 
read  extending  from  XT657258  to  XT664241.  2/2  Inf  continued  its  mission  of 
securing  the  base  camp  area  vie  LAX  KHE.  l/l6  Inf  continuod  to  block  along 
LINE  PECaW  swifting  the  block  as  the  SiiD  progressed  to  tho  east.  1/2S  Inf 
conducted  SidJ  to  the  ea3t  destroying  a  cache  of  medical  supplies  and  twe  tons 
of  rice  at  XT644233,  three  anti-aircraft  positions  without  weapons  at 
XT648244  and  a  small  hospital  area  at  XT649254 — together  with  some  30  VCS. 

2/28  Inf  conducted  SiiD  to  the  east  and  in  the  process  the  battalion  apprehend¬ 
ed  60  VCS  and  collected  253  refugees. 

On  10  January  1966  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  continued  with  2  battaliens 
conducting  3ctD  in  zona  ana  1  battalion  blocking  on  LIwE  PECaN,  2/2  Inf  con¬ 
tinued  its  mission  of  securing  the  3d  Bde  base  camp  at  LaI  KHE,  1/16  Inf 
continuod  t*  block  VC  escape  routes  to  the  scuth  along  LINE  PECaN  vie  XT66C240. 
During  the  day  the  battalion  destroyed  4  bunkers,  42  houses,  7  sampans,  1C00 
water  containers,  6  tons  rice  and  6t0  meters  of  trenchwark.  1/2S  Inf  oon- 
ducted  S*d)  in  zone  capturing  15  bales  of  cotton  and  10  tens  of  rica.  Companies 
A  and  B  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  VC  vie  XT6625  for  about  20  minutes  at 
which  time  the  VC  broke  contact.  Four  (4)  VC  (BC)  were  killed  in  this 
engagement. 

On  11  January  1966  the"  3d  Brigade  continued  S&D  missions  in  zone.  2/2 
Inf  continued  to  secure  the  base  camp  at  LaI  KHE,  1/16  Inf  conducted  S&D  - 
mission  from  XT662236  to  tbs  southwest  and  southeast  for  a  distance  of  about 
.•3000  meters  while  blocking  for  1/28  Inf  end  2/28  Inf,  34  houses  and  3  sam¬ 
pans  webe  destroyed,  1/28  Inf  conducted  ShD  mission  sustaining  7  ‘i/Ia  from  ' 

VC  booby-traps  and  accounted  for  1  VC  KIA  (BC)  during  the  day.  2/23  Inf 
conducted  S&D  discovering  a  VC  regional  tunnel  complex  vie  XT659251.  A  large 
number  of  maps,  charts,  chopsticks  and  documents  were  discovered  in  the  com¬ 
plex.  During  the  day  the  battalion  accounted  for  1  KlA  and  2  VC  WIA,  Troop 
A  1/4  Cav  supported  the  2  maneuver  battalions  during  the  operation  and  during 
the  day  became  engaged  in  a  fire  fight  vie  XT645228,  The  Trp  suffered  no  cas¬ 
ualties  and  due  te  air&trikes  with  napalm  and  CBU  bembs  a  VC  body  count  was 
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DATS 

KIa  (bc) 

KIA  (i£T) 

vcc 

ves 

9  Jan  66 

2 

3 

0 

90 

10  Jan  66 

6 

15 

(WlAjL 

14 

U  Jan  66 

6 

10 

0 

0 

12  Jan  (6 
Prior  to 
120630  hrs 

e 

n 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

22 

35 

1 

”134 

13.  aMNISTRaTIV^  HaTTiWSs  The  Brigade  S4  planned  and  coordinated  the 
provision  of  ammunition  resupply  by  air  based  on  estimated  daily  consumption 
rates.  Although  the  estimates  were  reasonably  accurate,  the  Brigade  had  a 
greater  amount  ef  ammunition  en  hand  at  the  conclusion  of  the  opera ti »n 
than  at  the  beginning. 

By  8  January  1966,  thirty-two  days  rf  C-Rations,  twenty  days  of  fi¬ 
liations  and  sufficient  sundry  packs  had  been  accumulated  and  resupply  of 
these  items  was  not  required  during  the  operation.  Clothing  was  distributed 
from  individual  or  battalion  stocks  when  called  fer  and  limited  quantities 
of  bunker  and  barrier  materials  wore  delivered  over  the  air  line  ef  coi—u. 
cations.  Two  5000  gallon  tankers  were  moved  t#  the  Brigade  forward  base 
with  the  2/33  artillery  on  D-QaY  for  the  deisel  and  moaas  requirements. 
two  occasions,  the  armored  vehicles  of  the  cavalry  trocp  received  Class  lib 
resupply  by  air  due  to  the  difficult  road  conditions  and  the  enemy  activity. 

Individual  soldiers  prepared  an  A  Bag  with  a  complete  change  of 
clothing  and  foot  gear.  The  a  Bags  were  flown  into  the  operational  area  on 
call  of  the  battalions  and  the  soiled  clothing  extracted  to  the  624  Quarter¬ 
master  Laundry  Unit  at  LaI  KHR.  Tills  technique  worked  extremely  well  in 
maintaining  personal  hygiene. 

Company  C,  1st  Engineer  B'ttalion  operated  a  water  paint  at  XT? 96220 
and  purified  10,000  gallons  of  water  during  the  operation. 

As  a  result  of  previous  experience,  a  determination  was  made  tbit 
when  flying  time  from  the  Brigadecbase  to  the  operational  area  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  thirty  minutes,  one  way,  the  logistical  base  should  net  be  established 
in  the  forward  area.  In  this  operation  the  lcgiotical  base  remained  at 
LaI  KHR. 

The  amount  of  tentage  and  equipment  in  the  Brigade  CP  area  was  in¬ 
creased  subsequent  to  D-OaX  and  ten  lifts  of  UH1D  helicopters  were  required 
to  extract  this  additional  equipment  at  the  conclusion  ef  Operation  Chill?. 

14.  N/A. 

15.  OOMaHDRRS  AitiLfSIS:  J 

Rach  operation  enhances^ the  Brigade's  ability  to  effectively 
defeat  the  Viet  Cong,  Mcwever,  enly  by  alert  observation  can  we  discover 
nevr  military  techniques  in  these  operations.  Some  of  the  lessens  learned 
in  Operation  C.1L1P  are: 


8 


s  . 


AVIiUifiJ-C  15  February  1966 

SUBJECT t  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (haCV/RCS/J3/32) 

%  w  *•  Effecta*6f  b-52  strikes  wore  difficult  to  assess.  French  netwerkc 
^fere  jfoun'd  undamaged  within  yards  o*f  craters, 

b.  CS  riot  control  agent  was  used  without  much  success.  Tunnels 
were  baffled  by  the  VC  to  prevent  effective  use  of  CS.  Positive  results ' 
were  obtained  when  men  went  into  tunnels « 

e.  Operations  in  unfamiliar  areas,  such  as  these,  tend  to  prove 
that  instead  of  sweeping  a  zone,  a  patrol  base  with  patrols  tq  find  the  sneay 
and  their  positions  and  equipment  would  be  much  core  effective, 

d.  The  rapid  search  and  destroy  operation  during  the  period  8  -  li 
January  1966  forced  units  to  skim  over  areas  that  might  have  yielded  VC, 
weapons  or  equipment.  It  was  not  until  11  January  1966,  when  a  battalion, 
base  camp  was  established  and  methodical  searching  was  initiated,  that 
quantities  of  weapons,  VO  and  documents  were  uncovered.  Operations  should 
be  phased  to  exploit  the  opportunities  uncovered  during  search  as  opposed 
to  a  time/date  phasing, 

e.  The  aFC's  and  tanks  of  the  Cavalry  Troop  proved  very  effect:, 
in  tha  area  of  operation.  During  tanks-infantry  sweeps  the  suppressive  fir. 
of  the  tanks  and  APC'a  reduced  the  danger  of  sniper  fire.  In  many  cases  the 
armored  vehiclts  detonated  A?  mines  that  would  have  caused  casualties  among 
the  Infantry. 

f.  The  APC'a  were  used  effectively  on  a  number  of  occasions  to 
evacuate  wounded  personnel  to  safe  areas  where  Dus  toff  medical  evacuation 
could  be  accomplished. 

g.  Aerial  resupply  was  -conducted,  throughout  the  period  of  the  .  * 
operation  utilizing  UH-1  aircraft,  with  9  lifts  per  day  ^approximate  tonnage 
13,000  lbs  per  day).  Each  battalion  should  be  allocated  at  least  1  UH-1 
aircraft  daily  for  resupply  all  day  and  two  additional  UH-1  aircraft,  from 
1530  -  1930  hours.  When  given  less  than  this  the  resupply  is  too  time  con¬ 
suming  and  delays  operations  in  the  mornings  and  becomes  extremely  hazardous 
if  continued  after  dark. 

In  Operation  CRIMP  the  units  pf  the  Brigade  again  proved  that  they 
measure  up  to  every  task.  Instead  of  the  fast,  violent  action  of  3.AJ  SaIS, 
CHOW  THANH  and  the  WHA  MOT  battles,  Operation  CrtlLP  was  a  continuous  grind-  ' 
ing  push  against  tunnels,  bunkers  and  trenches  filled  with  small  size  VC 
units,  a  different  combat  technique  is  required  when  a  man  goes  into  & 
tunnel  after  a  VC,  or  against  a  single  sniper  that  cannot  be  seen,  however, 
the  same  amount  of  courage  is  required  in  this  type  of  fighting.  In  every 
instance  the  men  and  the  units  of  the  Brigade  measured  up  to  the  test. 
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cooperative  apirit  of  all  the  attf  m’tb9ra  ir  the  command  and  the 
in  another  outstanding  perforate  ^pprti^  'u*t?  has  resulted 

of  the  Big  Bad  a»T^b«£S!? to^lSiLl?5^*  Taak/?rCQ  **  the  spirit 
Duty  first.*'  ion  10  difficult  -  Wo  aacrifipe  too  great  - 
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THHU:  Cuujanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTWs  G3 

<iP0  US  Forces  96345 


TO:  Cou.andcr 

US  iiilitary  insistence  Ccuwand  Vietnau 
*  ..TTH:  J321 

iiPO  US  Forces  96243 


1,.  Uiu>i  .d,D  TYP^  OF  OP^/riai:  Operation  BUCHSILLI  -  Search  and  Destroy 
and  security  for  2d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division. 

2,  D„THS  OF  OP^l.TlGil:  120630  January  1966  -  311600  January  1966. 

3.  LOOjTiaij  Hi.U  Province  -  CU  CHI  District  XT5625  to  XT6725  io 
XT7121  to  XT6512  to  XT56I7  to  XT5625.  See  appendix  1  (Overlay). 

4».  COi'lwuiD  H£>DM.fl?J.iS :  Headquarters  3d  Brigade  1st  Infantry  Division, 

5.  UHlT  *  *  * 

) . 

Colonul  Jilliou  D  Brudbock,  CO  36  Brigade  .  \ 

Lt  Col  Georgo  n  Shuffer  Jr,  CO  2d  Battalion  2d  Infantry 
Lt  Col  Uilliau  S  Leber.  Jr,  CO  1st  Battalion  16th  Infantry  . 

Lt  Col  Hubert  Haldane,  CO.  1st  Battalion  28th  Infantry 

Lt  Col  Kyle  A  Bowio,  CO  2d  Battalion  28th  Infantry  (13  -  31  January  1966) 

Lt  Col  Georgo  S  prater,  CO  2d  Battalion  28th  Infantry  (12  January  1966) 

Lt  Col  Frank  U  Tins,  CO  2d  Battalion  33d  artillery 

•  6’.  TASK'  OiKLailZ, JTIC.l : 

i  '  .  ■  '  T  '  '  ' 

Headquarters  3d.  Brigade 
2d  Battalion  2d  Infantry 
1.  1st  Battalion  16th  Infantry 

1st  Battalion  28th  Infantry  ‘ ; 

2d  Battalion  20th  Infantry 

Troop  n  1st  squadron  4th  Cavalry  •  :  <r 

2d  Battalion  33d  Artillery  '  . 

'  i 
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2d  Battalion  32d  urtillery  (-)  (GSR) 

8th  Battalion  6th  artillery  (GSil) 

C  Company  1st  Engineer  Battalion 

7.  SUPPOuTLjG  FORCES: 

a,  2d  Battalion  33 d  artillery. 

(1)  Size  of  Force, 


(a)  Forward  area  (TittJHG  LvP  -  CU  CHI) :  2  six  gun  105£im 
batteries  and  Headquarters  2/33  urtilleryj  Headquarters  Battexy  and  C  Battery 

(8"  Howitzer  SP)e  2d  Battalion  32  artillery  with  C  Battery  (155mm  Howitzer  towed)] 
8th  Battalion  6th  artilleiy  attached  (GSR). 

(b)  Hoar  «rea  (LvI  KHE) :  Headquarters  Battery  (-)  2d  Bat¬ 
talion  33d  artillery]  B  3attory  2d  Battalion  33d  artillery;  D  Battery  (8"  How¬ 
itzer  SP).  8th  Battalion  6th  j^rtilleiy  and  B  Battery  (175t.ua  gun  SP)  2d  Bat¬ 
talion  32d  artillery  (GSH), 

(2)  How  and  i/hen  j£.iplcyod: 

(a)  ^  the  start  of  Operation  BUCKS  KliJ  the  2d  Battalion 
33d  / artillery  was  deployed  at'  TRUiJG  LnP  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigade  Task 
Force,  On  24  January  1966  the' battalion  began  displacing  to  vie  CU  CHI  to 
assist  in  securing  this  area  for  the  2d  Brigade  25th  Infantry  Division, 

(b)  During  Operation  BUCKSUIE  the  battalion  fixed  6,268 
105mm  howitzer  rounds,  1,115  155  mm  howitzer  rounds  and  959  eight  inch  howitzer 
rounds, 

T"  ■  (3)  Results  of  Fire:  Eneiy  losses  due  to  the  excellent  fixes  of 

the  battalion  were  22  Klu  (body  count)  and  a  possible  72  Kin  plus  numerous 
buildings  destroyed.  Fire  support  was  continuous  throughout  the  operation  and 
was  effectively  placed  on  known  and  suspected  enemy  locations  accounting  for 
the  enemy  104*3  mentioned  above. 


b,  nir  Force:  During  Operation  BUCKSKIiI  the  itir  Force  flew  two 
hundred  eighty  eight  (288)  close  air  support  sorties  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigade 
Task  Force,  C* 47  flare  ships  were  used  on  two  nights  (13-14  Januaxy)  to  assist 
the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  during  night  perimeter  defence.  The  0-47  “Puff"  was 
used  on  the  night  of  14^*15  January  1966  in  close  support  of  the  Brigade  and  its 
fires  were  very  effective  in  suppressing  enemy  mortar  fire,  C-123  flights  were 
used  prior  to  and  during  Operation  BUCKSKIH  to  preposition  ammunition  at  L,J 
KHE. 


12  January  1966 

13  January  I966 

14  January  1966 

15  January  1966 

16  Januaxy  1966 


3  sorties 
25  sorties 
15  sorties 
12  sorties 
10  sorties 
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17  January  1966 

8  sorties 

18  January  1966 

71  sertios 

19  January  1966 

40  sorties 

20  January  1966 

14  sorties 

21  January  1966 

TiST 

22  January  1966 

T£T 

23  January  1966 

TUT 

24  January  1966 

14  sorties 

25  January  1966 

24  sorties 

26  January  1966 

17  sorties 

■  2?  January  1966 

9  sorties 

28  January  1966 

4  sorties 

29  January  1966 

7  sorties 

36  January  1966 

9  3urties 

31  January  1966 

6  sorties 

288  (Total  Ci-S 

sortios  flown  during 

Operation 

CUCKSKUJ) 

Unless  the  .iir  Force  places  the  F*C  vehicle 

ani  radios  close  to  ' 

3d  Brigade  ..vintion  Section  (Fwd), 

vho  has  a  direct  lino  to  the  artillery, 

la  difficult  for  the  sorties  to  know  when  it  la  safe  to  ccuo  into  an  area. 
«  uuons  should  bo  found  whereby  the  F«C  can  tali:  directly  with  supporting 
artillery  units  to -coordinate  airstrikea  and  artillery  fire, 


8.  IimmGJiJCij:  - 

a.  Estimate  of  VC  rtrongth:  Information  received  prior  to  the  ini¬ 
tiation  of  the  operation  indicated  that  on  estimated  2,5 00  VC  were  in  the 
operational. area.  The  VC  order  of  battle  appeared  to  bo  the  2d  Bn  16p«  iiegi- 
uoiit,  1CL7*  KlB,  C303,  C306,  C506  and  L87’  Battalions,  and  the  C32  Heavy  Weapons 
Company, 


b.  Source  of  Intelligence  Hocoived  Prior  to  the  Operation:  The 
primry  source  of  pro-operaticn  intelligence  was  Headquarters  1st  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion,  The  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (airborne)  end  the  G2  advisors  of  III  drps 
and  5th  ,dlVH  Division  disc  responded  to  our  request  for  intelligence  inf  or  oat  ion. 
Photo  coverage  received  through  1st  Infantry  Division  fra.i  2d  ..ir  Division  was 
outstanding.  The  photos  were  received  on  a  timely  basis  and  were  accoupaniou 
by  detailed  inagery  interpretation  reports. 


0.'  Situation  anticipated  In  Objective  Area  prior  to- Operation: 

The  Brigade  Commander  considered  several  oneiy  courses  of  action.  He  believed 
that  the  VC  would  adapt  a  course  of  action  to  use  nines  and  boeby  traps  exten¬ 
sively  to  delay  and  dishearten  the  Brigade  maneuver  elenents  in  their  attack, 
to  harass  with  suall  anas  and  uortar  fire,  and  to  eaploy  small  probing  patrols. 
It  vras  tens ide red  likely  also  that  tho  VC  would  elect  to  defend  any  critical 
base  coups  or  installations  in  tho  area,  and  reports  indicated  these  were 
present;.  The  Brigade,  Co  mender  decided  that  the  VC  would  not  choose  to  engage 
major  units  due  to  the  size  US  f  orce  being  euployed.  * 

3  - 
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d.  Situation  Dn  countered  During  the  Operation:  The  VC  did  not  pre¬ 
sent  a  lucrative  target  at  any  tine .  a  fantastic  complex  of  tunnels  was  located 
and  destroyed  without  major  opposition.  It  is  obvious  that  other  tunnels,  not 
located  by  the  3d  Brigade,  also  exist.  Harraasment  was  continuous  throughout 
the  operation  but  the  harrassing  elements  continuously  avoided  brigade  elements, 
VC  strength  is  estimated  to  have  been  no  more  than  local  guerrillas  and  a  few 
hard-core  cadremen,  One  hundred  forty  eight  service  records  of  the  0308  Company 
wore  captured  but  there  is  n j  ovidunco  that  the  unit  was  enc-untured  in  the 
operation.  One  VC  captured  by  the  1st  Battalion  28th  Infantry  was  identified  r. s 
a  member  of  the  CIO  Company. 

e.  Terrain  Features.  Obstacles  and  ,'eather:  The  terrain  in  the  area 
is  open  with  little  ground  vegetation  except  in  the  FIIHOL  Rubber  Plantation 
which  affords  some  concealment  from  air  observation.  Areas  shewn  on  the  map  as 
jungle  are  sparsely  wooded  areas.  The  wea.ther  was  hot  and  humid  with  nc  ram.', 
during  the  operation.  The  uajor  natural  obstacle  is  the  S.JGOil  itlVDA  running  in 
a  northwest  to  southeast  direction.  Roadability  was  poor  as  a  result  of  road 
cuts  and  other  previous  VC  destructive  activity.  Red  haze  emissions  locations 
changed  from  the  southwest  to  the  northeast  side  of  the  SaIGCw  aXVj£A,  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  tunnel  systems  possibly  pass  under  the  river  since  constant  surveil¬ 
lance  of  the  river  did  not  detect  river  crossings  on  the  surface. 

f.  Psychological  ifcrfare :  a  total  of  170,000  leaflets  were  air 
dropped. during  the  operation,  themes  wore:  (1)  Defeat  by  Powerful  silled  and 
jvAVil,  (2)  GVil-US.  ,/.ir  Power,  (3)  Are  these  your  Friends  or  RneixLes,  (A)  i/e  are 
Friends  of  the  Fodploj  Victory  for  the  GVU  is  Inevitable,  and  (5)  Don't  Shoot 
at  Dustoff  Chopper's. 

to  26  January  1966  a  rallier  tymod  hiiaself  into  the  Brigade  and 
he  willingly  taped  a  message  to  other  VC  in  the  CU  Ciil  area  to  give  themselves 
up  and  not  to  be  afraid  of  the  ij..er icons.  This  was  all  accomplished  in  a  juried 
of  3  hours  from  the  time  he  turned  himsolf  inj.  The  equipment  to  broadcast  the 
tape  (UlH/5)  at  Brigade  level  did  not  fUnctiop  due  to  an  electrical  short,  ..n 
aircraft  was  requested  from  Division  05  (C-47  typ>j)  and  a  mission  approved  and 
scheduled  for  that  evening,  .ihen  the  aircraft  arrived  on  station  only  two  of 
its  six  speakers  worked,  thus  the  broadcast  was  considered  ineffective.  There¬ 
fore,  due  to  the  poor  broadcasting  equipment  used  in  support  of  the  Psy/itor 
program,  the  tremondous  effect  that  could  have  been  obtained  was  lo^t  due  to 
the  time  factor  which  elapsed  before  the  equip.'jent  could  be  returned  and  repaired 
Only  by  taking  timely  advantage  of  sure  opportunities  will  our  Psy/.Jar  program 
be  of  real  help  and  value  in  defeating  the  Viet  Cong. 

i 

9.  hlSuIOiJ:  From  1st  Infantry  Division  Frag  Order  28-65  (GitloD  LIGHT  TaC)  : 

3.  ..  ‘  acacuTicu-* 

a.  Concept  of  Operation!  -1st  Inf  Div  conducts  operations  in  the 
CU  CHI  area  during  the  period  10  Jan  thru  10  Feb  66  with  one  Brigade  supported 
by  air  and  artillery.  Brigade  will  move  to  assigned  T..0K  by  air  and  ground. 
aRVR  Forces  will  conduct  operations  in  on  adjacent  XaQR  to  block  VC  forces  at¬ 
tempting  to  withdraw. 
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o,  3rd  Brigade  t 

(1)  One  Battalion  frou  1st  Bde  attached  during  the  period 

of  this  operation. 

(2)  Conduct  operations  in  Ti.0.t  nIIC-i. 

(3)  Bastrop  VC  forces  and  base  coups  in  TaGd  .JICB. 

(4)  Protect  uc-veuent  of  2nd  Brigade,  25th  Inf  Div  to  base 

coup  vie  CO  CHI, 

.  (5)  Redeploy. to  IoJ  KHB  on  order. 

(6)  Initial  FCL  between  3rd  Brigade  and  juIVi.’  Forces  is 
boundary  between  laOif  s  LuTTY  and  ibtlCB, 

10.  COdCGPT  OF  OPBbaTlOiSs  Frou  3h  Brigade  OPOilD  1-66  (Operation  BUCIiiEl) 

3,  ’  bXBCUTlOhi 

a.  Concept  of  Operation!  '3d  Bde  Task  Force  conducts  Operation 
BUCKS KHI  by  noving  to*  the  ' vie  of  TdlUG  LuP  (XT5921)  by  rater  uarch  and  helicop¬ 
ter  and  initiates  S&D  operations  within  L.Gt  ^LICo  usirg  three  Infantry  bat¬ 
talions  and  a  Cavalry ' Troop  as  ur.no uver  force.'  Fire  support  will  be  provided  by 
D6  artillary  battalion  frou  vie  TdlMG  L.JP,  by  GS  (be inf)  artillery  units  frea  vie 
Lai  KH3  and  PHU  LOI,  and  by  US.J1  tactical  fighter  units,  PH-iSa  1  will  consist 
of  the  uovouent  of  forces  fruu  base  caups  to  tho  objective  area  on  S  and  9  Jan  66 
2/28  Inf,  2/33  «rty  (-),  Trp  l/-»  Cav,  C  Co  1st  ingr  and  Bde  T.iC  CP  will  conduct 
a  nctor  narch  to  a  staging  area  vie  DI  on  8  January  and  frou  DI  ui  to  vie 
CUSTiiu.  (TdlMJ  L»P)  on  9  Janufiry.  1/16  Inf  and  1/28  Inf  will  land  by  helicopter 
at  the  TiiUiilG  L.P  airfield  on  9  January.  PH.BG  21  will  consist  cf  the  conduct 

of  coubat  operations  in  the  southeast  portion  of  TaG ii  nLICB  ccuuencirg  on 
10  January  1966,  PH..SB  III  will  be  the  conduct  e<f  operations  in  the  northwest 
portion  of  TjiCU  .tLICB.  PH.1SJ  IV  will  consist  of  the  securing  of  t  he  base  coup 
site  selected  by  2d  Bde,'  25th  Inf  Div  and  securing  of  the  route  fer  uovouent  of 
3d  Bde  Task  Force  eleaents  to  base  coups  tic  LJ  KHI  and  PHOUC  VLJH, 

b.  .  2/2  Inf  s  • 

!1)  Secure  Bde  base  coup  'perimeter  vie  L.J  KHB, 

2)  Conduct  security  operations  vie  Lai  KHB  to  a  distance  of 
4  ku  frou  Bde  base  pura-eter. 

.(3)  Be  prepared  for  couuituent  during  PH«^B  III  cr  PIUSB  IV. 
(4)  Secure  Hwy  13  frou  L.I  KHB  to  Bii»  C.iT  on  8  Jan  66. 

(5). .  annex  F  (Security  Plan  -  L^J  KHB), 

c.  1/16  Inf:  ’ 

•  .  'i 

(1)  ito've  by'  helicopter  oh  9  Jest  to  CUSEi  (TitUI.'G  EP  airfield) 
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(2l  Establish  assembly  area  vie  FCitSYTH, 

(3)  Prepare  to  initiate  S&D  operations  in  z^ne  on  order. 

d.  1/28  Inf: 

(1)  hove  by  helicopter  9  •fart  66  to  CUSTEd  (THUiJG  LJP  airstrip). 

(2)  Establish  assembly  area  vie  FUI&TQd. 

(3)  -  Prepare  to  initiate  SdcD  operations  in  zone  on  order, 

e,  2/28  Inf: 

(1)  Conduct  not  or  march  to  vie  DI  jjj  on  8  Jan  66  and  occupy 
assembly  area.  • 

(2)  Conduct  motor  march  t<~  CUSTEd  (TdUilG  L*P)  on  9  Jan  66  and 
secure  TiiUtfG  h.P  airfield  fob  helicopter  landings  of  l/28  Inf  and  1/16  Inf. 

f*  *.  Troop  1/4  Cav: 

(1)  Conduct  laotor  march  to  vie  DI  jjJ.  on  8  Jan  66  and  occupy 

assembly  area, 

(2)  Be  prepared  to  receive  organic  tank  sections  in  assembly 
area  at  DI  jtU  on  8  Jan  66, 

(3)  Conduct  motor  march  to  TitUEG  LiP  on  9  Jan  66  and  secure  CUSTEdc 

(4)  Be  prepared  to  conduct  screening  operations  on  order. 

g.  2/33  -irty: 

(1)  us 

(2)  Conduct  motor  march  with  Bn  (-)  .to  vie  DI  ,Ji  on  8  Jon  66 
and  occupy  assembly  area, 

(3)  Conduct  motor  march  to  TitUEG  LjP  on  9  Jan  66  and  establish 
firing  positions  at  CUSTEti. 

-  h..  C  Co  1st  Engr  Bn: 

(1)  Conduct  motor  rx:  rch  to  CUSTEd  on  9  Jan  66, 

1  (2)  Prepare  to  conduct  Engineer  operations  .on  order, 

i,  Bde  Trains: 

(1)  Hemain  in  present  location, 

(2)  assist  in  security  of  Bde  perimeter. 

j.  Coordinating  Instructions: 

(1)  itiver  assault  group  (,u(ViJ)  may  conduct  operations  on  the 
SaIGOiJ  iilVEil  between  XT6132  and  XT7121. 

(2)  Tank  Sections,  «  Troop  l/4  Cav, 'will  join  n  Troop  in  assembly 

area  at  DI  /EJ. 
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(3)  ./hen  VC  contact  is  uade  all  efforts  will  be  Lr.de  to  fix  and 
destroy  the  enemy  force, 

-  —  (4)  Initial  FCL  between  3d  Bdo  and  aNVN  units  is  boundary  between 
SAOt«  s  ana  BJ3TTX, 

(5)  Battalions  will  leave  a  minimum  of  one  81xi  uortar  per  com¬ 
pany  and  tww  4#2u  mortars  per  battalion  for  LJ  KHN  security, 

(6)  Battalions  conducting  airmobile  operations  will  submit 
number  of  personnel  to  be  lifted  NLT  051200  January  1966, 

(7)  Battalions  will  submit  list  of  vehicles  and  personnel  to  ac¬ 
company  motor  column  NLT  051200  January  1966, 

(8)  Battalions  less  1/28  Inf  Bn  will  submit  stay  behind  fcxhcle 

strength  NLT  051200  January  1966,  . 

(9)  CO  2/2  Inf  will  fUrnish  one  rifle  company  each  to  1/16  Inf 
and  2/28  Inf  areas  for  perimeter  defense  at  LJ  KKb, 

(10)  Personnel  will  carry  protective  masks, 

11.  NXJCUTlON:  '*  ’  . 


The  Brigade  was  scheduled  to  initiate  Operation  BUCKSKIN  on  8  January 
1966  in  the  area  around  TUUijG  LJ3  and  to  LicVe  from  there  to  CU  CHI  to  protect 
the  2d  Brigade  25th  Infantry  Division  as  they  moved  into  the  area,-  ’  Before 
Operation' BUCKSKIN  -could  be  executed  Operation  CHHJP  was  ordered  and  commenced 
on  7-.  Januqryi  1966  and  was  not  terminated  until  12  January  1966,  Operation 
•BUCKSKIN  was -delayed  as- a'"result,  •  <  .  ..  . 

-  .  '0n  l2  January'1966,  2/2  Infantry  ccntihued.its  mission  of  providing 

security  for  -the  3d  Brigade  base  camp  area  vie  LJ  KHm,  •  The  battalion  continued 
:this  mission -until  21  January  1966  at.  which  time  it  replaced  the  2/28  Inf  at 
position  CUSTNil,  l/l6  Infantry  conducted  platoon  size  S&D  patrols  coixiencing 
at  120645  January  1966,  >  The  patrols  destroyed  a  base  catip  and  tunnels  capturing 
several  documents  vie  aT642222,  The  patrols  had  1  Kin  by  sniper  fire  vie  XT685-  .. 
216,  1/28  Infantry  destroyed  a  base  comp,  and  captured  148  service  records  be¬ 

longing  to  D308  VC  Company  vie  XT640225.  The  battalion  found  an  extensive  .tun¬ 
nel  network  more  .than  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  many  enemy  weapons,  documents 
and  75  tons  of  rice  were  discovered  throughout  the  day  .in  several  tunnel  systems, 
2/28  Infantry  conducted  S&D  in  zone  commencing  at  120645  January  1966  and  at 
07K)  hrs  suffered  3  ‘.51a  from  a  mine  vie  XT621216,  Ccmpnay  C. destroyed  500  lbs 
of  rice. vie  XT634204,  «t  0930  hrs'Lt  Col  George’S  Jester,  Jr,  the  battalion 
commander,  was  mortally  wounded  by.  sniper,  fire  (XT626215)  and  was  evacuated  by 
Dustoff,  He  diid  2  days  later,  Lt  Col  Kyle  \I  Bowie,  the  Brigade  XO,  assumed 
command  of  the  2/28  Infantry,  Company  3  ‘sustained  2  NIa  from -automatic  weapons 
located  in  2  concrete  and  steel  bunkers  (XT632185),  iJi  airstrike  and  riot  con¬ 
trol  agent  (CS)  were  xised  oh  the  bunkers  and  the  VC  fled. into  a  tunnel  system. 
Company  B  sustained  4  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  from  nines  at  XT628- 
ll9  and  XT620220,  The  Air  Force  FaC  was  slightly  wounded  when  a  bullet  ’  broke  the 
windshield  of  his  01  aircraft  cutting  him  on  the  neck  with  glass,  a  Troop  1/4 
Cavalry  supported  the  operation  throughout,  the  day  and  coiled  for  the  night  with 
1/16  Infantry,  This  first  day  ended  with  no  major-  VC  contact  and  was  a  for  cast 
for  tHe  entire  operation. 


*  * 
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Cm  13  January  1966  the  1/16  Infantry  conducted  bid)  operations  through¬ 
out  tho  day.  Company  B  ue  strayed  1  ton  cf  rice  vie  XT687215  as  well  as  a  VC 
ambush  site  consisting  of  tunnels,  trenches  and  automatic  weapons  position  at 
XT689216.  The  landtail  of  the  battalion  was  escorted  by  Trp  a  l/4  Cav  (-)  and 
joined  the  ground  elements  at  1620  hrs,  1/28  Infantry  found  a  tunnol  complex 
vie  XT643226  at  0805  hrs  which  appeared  fren  tho  rate  rials  found  to  be  a  mine 
and  booby  trap  factory;  Tho  conplex  also  contained  3  US  carbines  along  with 
enny  naps  and  ovorlays  of  the  area.  The  battalion  suffered  2  KL,  frau  sniper 
fire  at  XT642222  and  HT644229.  It  1650  hrs  tho  battalion  again  cane  across  a 
rice  cache,  capturing  200  one-hundred  kilo  bags  and  destroying  one  ton  of  loose 
rice  vie  XT644214.  2/28  Infantry  started  S4D  operations  at  071D  January  1966 
and  at  0808  hrs  Company  «  found  a  VC  training  area  vie  XT625221,  'Jithin  the 
hour  Company  „  also  discovered  cn  extensive  two  level  tunnel  system  (XT627221) 
finding  ten  tons  of  rice  along  with  many  weapons,  clothing,  documents  and  other 
material.  Two  men  from  Company  B  were  wounded  from  sniper  fire  at  XT6281$e. 
at  1603  hrs  tho  battalion  discovered  7  fresh  graves  vie  1X648198.  The  bat,  on 
suffered  4  more  i/Li  from  mines  during  the  remainder  of  the  day.  .it  1730  hrs  a 
pit  of  C  Company  1st  iSngineor  Bn  engaged  an  estimated  VC  platoon  and  a  relief 
force  consisting  of  the  i.?  platoon  attached  to  the  Brigade  was  able  to  place 
effective  fire  on  the  VC  causing  them  to  break  contact.  The  engineers  suffered 

1  KL.  and  5  i/L,  to  include  "the  co^ny  ccixander  as  a  result  of  this  action  with 
VC  casualties  unknown. 

On  14  January  1966  two  military  policemen  were  wounded  by  a  VC  sniper 
at  the  north  checkpoint  of  tho  Brigade  perimeter  at  LJ  'Ho.  1/16  Lnfantry  con¬ 
ducted  S&D  during  the  day  discovering  tunnel  works  (XT674210),  1500  lbs  of  rioe, 
and  21  houses  vie  XT699212.  1/28  Infantry  continued  to  sweep  in  zeno  dis covering 

trenchworks  and  tunnel  systems.  One-half  ton  of  rice  was  destroyed  (XT649201) 
and  a  number  of  medical  supplies  were  discovered  at  1X645214  and  evacuated. 

2/28  Infantry  engaged  a  VC  platoon  at  1X634204  resulting  in  2  US  KL.  and  4  US 
./Li,  Troop  1/4  Cav  assisted  in  pushing  tho  VC  into  the  woods  and  tho  VC  body 
count  came  to  16  when  the  engagement  was  finished. 

On  15  January  1966  the  1/16  Infantry  Continued  its  S4D  mission  with 

2  US  i/Li  reported  at  1X632218,  Small  tunnel  and  trench  systems  were  discovered 
and  no  further  VC  contact  was  made  during  the  day.  1/28  Infantry  suffered  9 
./Li  and  2  KLi  during  the  day.  One  ,/Li  from  a  mine  vie  XT645177,  2  iivm  a  sni¬ 
per  at  XT647175  and  XT625177,  11/L.  at  XT63U7S,  5  ./L»  and  2  Kin  at  1X629170. 

Cue  dead  VC  was  feund  at  1X633178,  2/28  Infantry  uncovered  2000  rounds  of  small 

arms  nrrunition  at  XX634205  and  a  base  camp 'at  XT63U95.  The  battalion  suffered 
7  l/Lt  in  tho  vicinity  cf  1X634190.  Tho  battalion  killed  another  VC  at  XT640213. 

On  16  January  the  1/16  Infantry  conducted  S&D  in  zone  tc  the  southern 
edge  cf  TnOU  nLICB  linking  up  with  the  5th  .JtVd  Division  at  1135  hrs.  The  bat¬ 
talion  'suffered  l’./In  from  sniper  fire  at  XT646I78,  1/28  Infantry  linked  up 
with  the  5th  .uiViJ  Div  at  1320  hrs.  The  l/28  Infantry  and  1/16  Infantry  coiled 
for  the  night  at  XT666194.  2/28  Infantry'  was  attacked  by  an  estimated  VC  pla¬ 
toon  supported  by  twenty  81m  mertar  rounds, at  0440  hrs  resulting  in  12  US  1/L1, 
10  from  the  2/28  Infantry  and  2  from  Trp;  h  1/4  Cav,  At  1110  hrs  a  mine  explos  ion 
at  11597188  caused  4  US  t/I a,  2  from  2/28 '  Inf  and  2  freu  Trp  a  1/4  Cav.  at  1545 
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hours  the  battalion  became  engaged  In  a  fire  fight  with  on  estimated  2 
coupaniea  of  VC.  The  ensuing  battle  lasted  for  one  and  one  half  hours  resulting 
in  10  VC  KLi  (body  count)  and  2  VOX  .  The  battalion  suffered  10  Jin,  six  of 
which  returned  to  duty. 


On  17  January  1966  at  0200  hours  the  1/16  Infantry  per  lifter  was  at¬ 
tacked  with  grenades  and  uortar?  resulting  in  4  Ub  ./In,  The  battalion  spent: 
the  day  in  care  and  cleaning  with  no  further  contact  with  the  VC.  1/28  Inf  had 
negative  contact  throughout  the  day.  2/28  Inf  also  had  negative  contact  end  . . 
spent  the  day  in  core  and  cleaning.  Troop  n  l/4  Cav  cleared  and  secured  the 
route  into  CUbTilt  for  the  battalion  landtclls  and  in  tha  process  captured  1 
wounded  VC  and  also  accounted  for  1  VC  KL.  (body  oount)  during  the  day.  Troop 
m  suffered  one  US  ,/L.. 


On  18  January  1966  1/16  Inf  conducted  SiD  in  zone  suffering  2 
at  XT663189  and  XT635150,  both  freu  stall  anas  fire.  The  battalion  captw 
1  VC  during  the  day.  1/28  Inf  conducted  Sod)>  wounding  1  VC  who  avoided  ti.. 
pursuing  force 2/23  Inf  anduqted  plate  at  size  patrols  and  secured  the  read 
for  a  resupply  convoy.  '  The  battalion  had  ric  contact  with  VC  during  the  day. 

On  19  January  1966,  1/16  Inf  Differed  9  'JL.  (4  returned  tc  duty)  and 
1  Iwlit  when  a  VC  nrortar  round  hit  and  destroyed  a  106  recciloss  rifle,  while 
assisting  the  1/28  Inf  as  the  latter  assaulted  VC  positions.  '  1/2S  Inf  engaged 
a  reinforced  VC  ecaipeny  cv  1Q30  hrs  and  was  assisted  by  1/16  Inf  and  Trp  /, 

1/4  Cav.  The  VC  positions  were  hit  ' by  6  sorties  cf  tactical  fighters  and  . 
artillery  fire.  The  positions  were  overrun  but  only  1  VC  hl„  was  found  as  the  . 
enuuy  broke  contact  and  fled.  The  battalion  suffered  8  JL.  during  the  day  and 
Troop  i»  1/4  Cav  had  1  and  1  41,,'  2/28  Inf  conducted  patrols  during  the  day 
and  uafie  light '  contact  with  the  VC. ;  Che  VC  sniper  was  wounded  and  captured  but 
died  before  he  could  po,  interrogated. 

On  2D  January  1966,  1/16- Inf  ,-iuoved  tc  dofo:.aiitipcsitior.3.aiJ>T6C2195. 
1/28  Inf  noved  to  the  vie  ex'  ?ositi..n  CUST.it  (THUiiG  LtP  <tJIG£»<  C.ijP) .  During 
the  novo  the  battalion  suffered  2  JL.  fren  uinos  et  XT5853.9S  arid  XT5S6199. 

2/28  Inf  also  closed  into  CUb.TiSil  and  prepared  to  return  to  L»I  132  cn  21  Jan  66. 

On  21  January  1966,  .2/2  Infantry  replaced  2/28  Infantry  at  CUSTfil 
(T.tUJG  L.P).  and  the  2/28  Inf  assuned  the  i.ission  of  1.1  KKJ  security,  The  ex¬ 
change  was  effected  by  airlift  end  root  or  March,  and  the  airlift  was  supported 
by  the  11th  ..viatica  Battalion,  The  1/28  Inf  captured  1  VC  with  weapon.  He 
was  fren  the  CIO  Cor.pany,  The  battalion  so*cured  the  extraction  and  landing 
zone  f,-r  the  2/2  Inf  and  2/28  Inf,  Troop  1/4  Cav  secured  the  road  for  the 
landtail  of  2/2  and  2/28  Infantry.  The  exchange  was  coupietod  without  incident. 

„0n  22.Januaxy  1966  ,  2/2  Inf,  2/16.1 nf,  l/23  Inf  occupied  defensive 
positions  at  THlTJG.Li,P;as  T2X  holidays  continued.  2/28  Inf. 'secured  L.J  XH2  ■ 
for  the  renainder  of  the' operation. 


*  ^  l  /••  r  /  - — —  / 
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SUBJECT:  Cohbat  Operations  ,.ftur  action  Report  (iL.CV/itCS/J3/32) 


Ctt  23  January  1966  ,  2/2  displaced  to  XT590228  with  negative  VC 
contact,  1/16  Inf  continued  to  occupy  positions  vie  TP.UX  L,J\  The  bat¬ 
talions  conducted  local  security  and  surveillance  of  the  area  during  TIT 
until  231730  Jan  66  when  l/28  was  engaged  by  approximately  25  to  50  VC  vie 
XT6U239  and  suffered  2  UL..  The  VC  fled  after  a  15  ninute  fire  fight. 


Ctt  24  Januaiy  1966,  2/2  Infantry  depcrtedlThUilG  L..P  at  0920  hrs  and 
closed  into  CU  CHI  area  at  1620  hrs.  l/l6  Inf  departed  THUKG  LnP  at  0845  hrs 
and  arrived  at  CU  CHI  at  1430  hrs  suffering  1  i/L.  vie  XT5S0190.  1/28  Inf 
displaced  to  CU  Oil  starting  at  0805  hrs  and  arriving  at  1200  hrs.  The 
battalion  engaged  an  estimated  VC  platcon  at  1345  hrs  and  suffered  1  Win,  with 
VC  casualties  unknown.  Troop  1/4  Cav  secured  Hvy  1  fro im  THJl.'G  L,P  to  CU  Chi 
for  this  displacement. 


On  25  January  ,1966,  the  2/2  Inf  suffered  3  JL.  fror.  incoming  mor  -s, 
2  I/L.  froLi  snipers  and  1  i/I,,  from  punji  sticks  and  accounted  for  1  VC  Kl.  (,E.V 
vie  XT644167,  1/L6  Inf  centinuod  to  secure  a  portion  of  the  Erigade  perimeter 
vie  CU  CHI  by  conducting  patrols  to  their  front  but  had  nc  contact  with  VC. 

The  49th  .iliViI  iiegiiment  performed  sous  engineer  wo  rim  with  9  bulldozers  in  the 
village  at  XT6715  under  the  security  provided  by  the  l/l6  Infantry.  1/26  Inf 
had  light  contact  with  VC  during  the  day  with  no  casualties  and  with  VC  casual¬ 
ties  unknown. 


On  26  January  196b,  the  2/2  Inf  discovered  a  series  of  tunnels  ana 
trenches  while  securing  the  perlueter  for  elermo..ts  of  the  2d  Brigade  25th  Infan¬ 
try  Division  which  arrived  with  its  first  increment.  The  battalion  suffered 
4  WL»  and  1  KL.  during  the  day.  1/16  Inf  accounted  for  4  VC  KLi  (BC)  during 
the  day  with  no  US  casualties;  The  VC  wore  killed  by  rmertar  fire  and  sivr.ll 
arims  fire,  l/28  Inf  wounded  and  captured  a  VC  vie  XT626144.  Troop  ..  1/4  Cav 
conducted  a  road  March  and  was  released  to'  the  operational  control  of  the  1st 
Sqdn  4th  Cav  at  1400  hrs  at  which  time  the  unit  closed  into  PHU  101, 

.4.  .* 

On  27  January  1966,  the.  2/2  Infantry  discovered  a  number  of  tunnels 
and  trenchwork  resulting  in  2  VC  Kl,.  (EC)  in  one  of  the  tunnels  via  XT635157. 
,11  tunnel  systeims  wore  destroyed  and  seeded  with  riot  control  agents,  1/16  Inf 
destr-yed  several  houses  and  a  haystack  at  X T655172  resulting  ir.  a  secondary 
explosion.  The  battalion  had  very  light  contact  during  the  day.  The  1/28  Inf 
engaged  the  VC  several  times  throughout  the  day  resulting  in  10  VC  KL.  (EC) 
and  an  estimated  20  VC  win,  US  Casualties  were  3  KL.,  17  ./L..  2/28  Inf 

securing  L.I  KKS  had  a  platoon  size  patrol  engage  on  unknown  nunber  of  VC  at 
XT798373  resulting  in  1  US  KL.  and  3  US  ;/l.  with  VC  loss  as  unknown.  The 
second  increuer.t  of  tie  2d  Brigade  25th:Inf  Div  arrived  in  the  CU-  CHI  area  with 
security  provided  by  3d  Brigade,  ;  : 

On  28  January  1966,  2/2  Inf  Jmad  sporadic  contact  with  the  VC  re¬ 
sulting  in  1  US  KL.  and  3  US  WL,  and  ho  ccnfinmed  VC  killed  or  wounded.  i-iony 
tunnels  and  trench  systeims  were  destroyed,  1/16  Inf  killed  1  VC  (DC)  during 
the  night  'and  capture d’hi's  weapon  and  aumunit  ion, '  1/28  Inf  cocounted  for  1  VC 
(DC)  Vic  XT625159  or.  continued  petroling  ^throughout  the  day. 
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SUBJECT:  CoLhat  Operations  j.ftor  action  Hoport  (i  — C  V/itCS/  J3  /3  2) 

On  29  January  1966,  the  1/27  «md  2/2?  Infantries  of  the  2d  Brigade 
25th  Infantry  Division  cane  under  the  operational  control  of  the  3d  Brigade  and 
the  1/28  Inf  was  extracted  by  air  frou  CU  CHI  to  PHCUC  Vli.'H.  The  1/26  Inf  had 
2  KL.  during  the  early  uorning  hours  while  on  patrol.  2/2  Inf  suffered  3  KLt 
and  5  ‘VI*  during  the  day  and  accounted  for  2  VC  KL.  (3C)  and  2  VC  KL.  (ost). 

1/L6  Inf  had  no  VC  contact  during  the  day  but  discovered  several  booby  traps 
and  fighting  holes  in  their  area  of  operations  around  XT656I65  and  XT660155. 

The  1/27  Inf  suffered  3  US  ./L,  during  the  day.  The  2/27  Inf  accounted  for  2 
VC  KI«  (BC)  and  2  ,il  rifles,  .not her  clouent  of  the  2d  Brigade  25th  Infantry- 
Division  arrived  closing  into  CU  CHI  without  incident. 

On  39  January  1966,  at  0600  hraj  cixnand  and  control  cf  the  CJ  CHI 
area  was  passed  to  the  Cciu-ianding  Officer,  2d  Brigade  25th  Infant vj  Division 
along  with  operational  control  of  the  2/2  Inf  and  1/16  Inf,  The  2/2  In_  a  art- 
ed  the  CU  CHI  area  by  helicopter  at  1330  hrs  closing  into  L.JL  KK6  at  15CG  , 
1/16  Inf  continued  to  secure  part  of  the  porineter  vie  CU  CHI  suffering  2  . 
during  the  day.  The  1/27  Inf  received  2  US  during'  the  day.  2/27  con¬ 
tinued  to  defend  part  of  the  CU  CHI  perioator  receiving  sene  nortar  rounds 
into-  the  area  resulting  in  2  KI<.  and  1  BLl,  '  2/ 28  Inf  securing  L»X  KHB  receiv¬ 
ed  nortor  rounds  during  the  night  resulting  in  1  US  ,11*; 

On  31.  January  1966  the  3d  Brigade  toruinatod  Operation  3UC1SKX1  with 
the  closing  of  all  Brigade  eliusnts  into  L.J  4H3  at  1340  hrs  thus  ending  a  20 
day  operatiun. 
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Confcat  Operations  After  .ction  Report  (imCV/RCS/ J3/32) 
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b.  liquipiaent  Destroyed: 


Quantity 


3fess" '  ; 


122  tons 

V  1-; 

1 

35 

10 

Kuoerous  : 
1000 
183 
38 


Hice 

iicrtar  night  firing  device 
Chicoi  autaaatic  weapon 
Houses  "  ’  • 

^trenching  t>.cls 
liines  and  booby  traps 
5  gal  water  cans 
Houses 
Cycles 


c.  Friendly  Lessee: 
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1 
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13.  nD.  JiJISTlO'TIV^  is.TTilC:  "he  Brigade  54  planned  and  coordinated  a: 'muni¬ 
tion  and  other  classes  of  supply  with  the  logistical  base  reran  in  ing  at  L.I  iuio 
due  to  the  short  flight  tine  to  the  operational  area,  ijoaunition  for  the  attach¬ 
ed  battalion  was  requested  and  received  with  no  problems. 


i 


Resupply  to  the  battalion  was  on  a  day  to  day  basis  using  KUlD's,  Clean 
clothes  were  prepared  by  the  troops  in  advancu  and  were  flown  to  the  operational, 
area  on  request  of  the  battalions.  This  proved  to  be  a  factor  in  nainta  icing 
the  high  uoralo  and  personal  hygiene  of  the  individual  soldier. 


CfNffPE NT/ Hi.  . 

aVUWB-C  3  iiarch  1966 

SU3JHCT:  Combat  Operations  ivfter  action  deport  (i - .CV/ HCS/ J3/32) 

Company  C  1st  Engineer  Battalion  03 tab li shed  water  points  at  THLJilG  Li' 
and  later  at  CU  Cnl,  thereby  supplying  the  Brigade  Task  Forso  with  ample  water 
during  the  operation.' 

14.  «A. 

15.  COtU^Bgtjb  JhJLYSIS: 

Seme  of  the  lessons  learned  during  Operation  BUCKS KL.'  were: 

a.  Bach  battalion  should  organize  and  train  a  tunnel  team  to  exploit 
the  discovery  of  tunnel  systems. 

b.  Thd  airborne  F„C  should  not  orbit  directly  over  a  target  ar<-a  as 
this  alerts  the  VC  to  the  impending  air  strike. 

c.  The  use  of  bulldozers  and  front  loaders  in  conjunction  with  re¬ 
agents  and  explosives  was  proven  to  be  an  effective  means  of  sealing  off  tunnel3 
and  destroying  trenchwork  . 

d.  Forward  CP's  should  bo  moved  frequently  to  avoid  possible  mortar 
attacks  or  booby  traps  being  set  in  the  area  during  darkness. 

o.  Training  on  detecting  firing  positions  and  reacting  to  sniper  fire 
must  be  increased, 

f.  Trip-flares  should  be  located  so  as  net  to  give  away  friendly 
positions  and  thereby  confuse  the  enemy  end  deny  him  information. 

g.  Scout  dogs  and  handlers  would  be  of  great  value  in  operations  in¬ 
volving  trenchwork  and  tunnel  systems. 

C&uouIDBR' S  COiu^nS: 

The  2d  Brigade  25th  Infantry  Div.ii^n  moved  into  its  base  camp  area 
and  took  its  initial  positions  at  CU  CHI  without  being  fired  upon  by  the  enemy. 
The  search  and  destroy  operations  conducted  by  the  3b  Brigade  were  successful 
in  that  areas  never  before  visited  by  United  States  or  Vietnamese  force 3. .ware 
entered  and  the  Viet  Cong  sustained  casualties  or  driven  away,  accomplishing 
these  directed  missions  causea  casualties  in  our  own  Brigade.  However,  this 
operation  was  a  great  success  and  lattora  of  coiucendation  have  been  received 
by  the  Brigade  from  General  i/estmoreland,  CQiUSif.CV,  and  General  Seaman, 
Commanding  General  1st  Infantry  Division. 
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3  harch  1966 

Combat  Operations  ,.fter  Action  He  port  (io£V/kCb/J3/32) 


It  ia  gratifying  to  report  that  replacements,  ma ny  of  v,htm expo  rein  ced 
combat  for  the  first  time  in  this  operation,  have  been  received  and  trained  by 
their  units  and  integrated  into  the  fitting  tern  without  major  complications. 
This  is  evidence  that  commanders  at  all  levels  in  this  task  force  are  keenly 
aware  of  the  importance  of  receiving  the  new  replacement  with  the  necessary 
orientation  and  training  to  build  confidence  in  hinself  and  in  his  unit. 

This  great  t**u  conducted  Operation  DUCKoKIiI  in  an  outstanding  manner 
and  in  the  unbeatable  Spirit  of  the  Fighting  BIG  iiiki  0142  -  iJo  mission  toe  dif¬ 
ficult  .  .  .  No  sacrifice  too  great  ...  Duty  First. 


Colonelj  Infantry 
Commanding 


Copies  furnished 
itXV  J2 
KhCT 

Commander  2d  nlr  Div 
Co-ixiancLing  General  1st  Inf  Div 
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